PHANZA

Professional Historians' Association
of New Zealand/Aotearoa

8 April 2026

Manatu Taonga | Ministry for Culture & Heritage

By email: oia@mch.govt.nz

Téna koe,

On behalf of PHANZA, | am requesting the following information under the Official Information
Act 1982.

Any final reports, formal briefings to leadership or the Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage,
work programmes, and high-level assessments from 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2025
relating to —

1. the purpose and function of historians employed by MCH;

2. the development, management, and maintenance of MCH-supported websites
including Te Ara — The Encyclopedia of New Zealand, Te Tai Whakaea Treaty Settlement
Stories, Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, NZ History, Vietnam War, 28th Maori
Battalion, and Quake Stories;

3. theimpact of historian redundancies on MCH’s ability to deliver ministry outcomes
including how the strategic priority of increasing understanding of New Zealand’s
unique identity as set out in the MCH Strategic Intentions 2025-2029.

If any part of this request requires clarification or is considered too broad, please do not
hesitate to contact me at phanza.president@gmail.com so we can refine the scope.

Thank you for your consideration.

Naku noa, na



