
 
 
 
19 November 2025 
 
Christine Whybrew, PhD 
Director Southern Region 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga 
By email: submissionsos@heritage.org.nz 
 

Tēnā koe Dr. Whybrew, 

PHANZA expresses strong support for the designation of Ōamaru Historic Town Centre and 
Port and Te Matatiki Toi Ora / The Arts Centre as National Historic Landmarks / Ngā 
Manawhenua o Aotearoa me ōna Kōrero Tūturu. 

PHANZA represents the interests of professional historians in Aotearoa New Zealand. We 
currently have 187 members who occupy a range of roles. Some are employed by central or 
local government, many work in archives, museums or universities and others are independent 
historical contractors. 

Both proposed sites have immense value for the history sector both through their exemplary 
architectural form and also as places entwined with many of the social, economic, and cultural 
processes that have shaped New Zealand  society. These sites embody exceptional value and 
significance within our national heritage. 

Ōamaru Historic Town Centre and Port tells stories of processes related to the booms (and 
busts) of primary sector production and the port’s important role as a nexus connecting its 
hinterland to a globalising economy. Embraced by its community, the Ōamaru site is important 
to PHANZA members for what it tells us about technological change, environmental history, 
and the development of architectural preservation in Aotearoa. 

Few places in New Zealand feature the fusion of place and purpose as well as the Arts Centre. 
Intentionally built for higher education, generations have pursued learning and innovation 
within its walls and, from the 1970s, focused on creative pursuits. This architecturally-cohesive 
complex provided a launch point or development space for many significant people and 
cultural movements PHANZA members research, teach, and write about. 

The recognition at the national level of these two sites will ensure that future generations can 
engage with and learn from our shared past. Thank you for your commitment to preserving the 
architectural heritage of New Zealand. 
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