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Welcome to the winter edition ofPhanzine. We hope you are not flooded or frozen as 
you read this. Mllnyofyou will be aware thDt 1998 is the 150th anniversary of the 
Otago and Southland districts. Two of the art ides in this issue focus on scrru of the 
historical aspects of the anniversary. This issue also features writing on the Treaty 
claims process, ranging from a summary of the current work of the Waitangi Tribunal, 
to a discussion of the type of history produced in Treaty clszim.s research. 

HISTORY IN OTAGO AND SOUTHLAND 

'A great day ... ', v.rrote Thomas Ferens, the young Methodist from East Rainton, 
Durham, in his d iary entry for 23 March 1848, the day he 
and the Free Church of Scotland settlers on board the John 
Wickliffe landed at Koputai {Port Chalmers). One hundred 
and fifty years later, Ferens' words were echoed by the 
15,000-strong crowd which gathered at Port Chalmers on 
23 March for the most important event of Otago and 
Southland's Anniversary Day weekend-the re-enactment 
of the arrival of the fohn Wickliffe. Descendants of the origi
nal passengers, wearing period costume, stood on tf\e deck 

of another sailing ship, the Soren Larsen, as it headed towards Port Chalmers for 
the landing and official welcome by dignitaries. 

The re-enactment of the landing of the John Wickliffe's passengers was one 
of many successfuJ events held in Dunedin to mark the 150th anniversary of 
Otago and Southland. During the Anniversary Day weekend, thousands of 
people lined the streets to watch the motorcade of 1000 vehicles; the first leg of 
the Junction-Cromwell1998 Cavalcade, with its 700 horses, wagons and walk
ers; the 'Back to the h.!ture' parade, featuring over 140 floats from schools, 
business and community groups; and the magnificent fireworks display, which 
was the biggest ever seen in the South Island. Other activities included special 
church services, street parties, a working pioneer village, displays and the 150th 
Anniversary Dinner. 

One highlight of the weekend for the capacity audience in the Dunedin 
Town Hall was the one-off premiere performance of From th.e Southern Marches 
by the Dunedin Sinfonia, the City of Dunedin Choir, the Sou them Concert of 



SorenLorJen, 

oor Voices and four wonderful young 
Otago and Southland soloists. The 
composer, Anthony Ritchie, said that 
it was highly unusual for such a work 
to be commissioned and sponsored 
privately in New Zealand. Not only 
did local historian George Griffiths 
support Ritchie for a year while he 
composed and arranged the music, 
but Griffiths himself, inspired by the 
rich history of Otago and Southland, 
wrote the libretto from works of early 
poets and writers who had captured 
the 'spirit of the South'. 

Southern New Zealand is also 
described as being different from 

DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY 

So11tliern People is a book of over 1000 
short biographical entries about peo
ple who have 'served, developed, 
honoured and entertained the people 

other parts of the country by jane 
Thomson, editor of Southern People: A 
Dictionary of Otago Southland Biography. 
Commissioned by the Dunedin 
City Council as an anniversary 
project, this sumptuous book features 
over 1200 individuals and families 
who uniquely shaped the life and 
history of the region. In the months 
before publication, a weekly extract 
was printed in the Otago Daily Times, 
conforming with the paper's deliber
ate policy of engaging its readership 
in the anniversary and contributing 
itself to the general atmosphere of the 
celebrations. 

These aims were certainly 
achieved with the printing in the ODT 
of edited extracts from the original 
diaries of Ferens, and Archibald 
Macdonald, a school-teacher on the 
Philip LAing, the John Wickliffe's sister 
ship, which arrived on 15 April1848. 
Their descriptions of life on these 
ships created tremendous interest, 
especially in schools where the infor
mation was used for historical 
projects. The newspaper's 'Anniver
sary Special' and its Souvenir Publica
tion, which traced the history of Otago 
and its long-established businesses, 
made an even greater impact with 
readers, including those who saw the 
Allied Press www site. Further festiv
ity is planned for 1998, but celebra
tions so far have galvanised interest in 
the history of Otago and Southland. 

leah Taylor, Dunedin 

of Otago and Southland.' It is one of 
four books commissioned by the 
Dunedin City Council to commemo
rate the 150th anniversary of organ· 
ised settlement in the region. 



After applying and being inter
viewed I was appointed editor in 
August 1994. {I had previously had 
20 years' editing experience and 
some years of research for the Dic
tionary of New Zealand Biography). 
When I heard I had been selected, I 
was extremely apprehensive. It was 
a mammoth task and had to be com
pleted in three years. I began a life of 
working hard almost every day, 
except for Christmas Days and a 
week's holiday in autumn 1997 to get 
up steam for the final spurt. 

At first I made up lists, held 
meetings, and talked to many people. 
In the early months not nearly as 
many entries were produced as I 
would have liked. But the back
ground work was necessary so that 
there would be a good representation 
from all parts of the region, and so 
that the unrecorded and forgotten 
could be included as well as the very 
well-known. Wonderful suggestions 
were made, such as Hineawhitia 
Williams, heroine of Foveaux Strait; 
Bert Munro, international speed 
champion; Jean McKenzie, our first 
woman diplomat; and Jack Welsh 
who made New Zealand's first fea
ture film. 

Before long I began commis
sioning entries. Voluntary contribu
tions were also received. Editing was 
often time-consuming. Sometimes an 
entry arrived in a fairly finished 
form, although length was usually a 
problem. Sometimes I was just sent 
raw material which needed to be 
shaped into an entry, or the facts 
were incomplete and further research 
was necessary. Because it was a 
c9mrnunity project, it seemed impor
tant to involve all kinds of people, 
and contributors were not always 
accustomed either to historical re-
search or writing 

Accuracy was always a worry. 

Births and deaths were checked by 
genealogists, but it seemed impossible 
systematically to check anything else. 
Then, at the end, the city council em
ployed an archivist to work part-time 
for six months, checking as many facts 
in the less scholarly entries as he could. 
In the last months I also sent many 
entries to families and other interested 
people who sometimes picked up 
crucial errors in the more scholarly 
entries. 

The first few hundred entries 
seemed to take forever to accumulate, 
but later the number snowballed. After 
a burst of intense effort the manuscript 
was delivered, as agreed, on 15 Sep
tember 1997. Then came the laborious 
work of going over the text, selecting 
pictures, and weeks of proofreading. 
The book was launched during Easter 
week 1998. 

It was amazing to see it in the 
beautiful form designed by Longacre 
Press, and to look at one entry after 
another in alphabetical order. Each bit 
of it had been interesting to work on, 
but, as a contributor said, the whole 
seemed more than the sum of the parts. 
It was often a delight to see unexpected 
juxtapositions and contrasts, relation
ships and connections. Then it was 
cheering to hear about readers using 
and enjoying it-it seemed to be find
ing a place in the community. 

The work was not yet over. Be
cause it was such a big book produced 
with such slight resources, and I was so 
worried about mistakes and omissions, 
I jumped at a suggestion made by a 
contributor that a web site should be 
set up; its address is http: / /southem
people.otago.ac.nz 

Into this I have been entering 
corrections, short entries which were 
not included in the book, and refer
ences. This is all going to take a long 
time. At least it has begun, so that 
biographical information about south
em people can be published and cor-



rected almost instantaneously. As the 
Governor-General says in the preface, 
individual lives are the threads from 
which history is woven. The web site 
seems a magical way of continuing to 
spin the stuff of our region~s history,~ 
that the book, as well as bemg a beauti
ful artefact, can be part of a living me
morial. 

PUBLIC HISTORY AN D TREATY 
CLAJMS RESEARCH 

Dr Giselle Byrnes has been a research officer 
at the Waitangi Tribunal and is now a 
lecturer in New Zealand history at Victoria 
University of Wellington, where she teaches 
courses on the Treaty of Waitangi, nine
teenth-century race relations, and public 
lzistory. Giselle is a Member of the Execu
tiw of the New Zealand Historical Associa
tion and is currently Editor of the Assocza
tion's Newsletter. She Jzas published a 
number of articles and is currently working 
on a project examining the historiographical 
role of the Waitangi Tribunal and the treaty 
claims process in New Zealand; she has a 
book coming out soon on colonial/and 
surveying. 

From 1995 to 1996 1 was employed as a 
Research Officer by the Waitangi Tribu
nal, working on the Taranaki, Tauranga 
and Kaip ara claims. At the beginning of 
1997 1 was appointed to a position as 

Lo uncn of sourl'lem Peo
ples. Sournlano rime! 

NOTE .You can search the web site 
for information by entering subjects' 
names (e.g.ADAM, James); occupa
tions (e.g. cricket); and places (e.g. 
lnvercargill)--or go to 'Find all' for a 
list of people about whom informa
tion may be added eventually. 

Jane Thomson, Dunedin 

lecturer in race relations history at 
Victoria University of Wellington. 
The shift from treaty claims research 
to the academy has allowed me to 
reflect on the role of the historian in 
the claims process and to identify 
what I consider to be some of the 
most significant characteristics of 
this type of public history. 

Since the 1985 amendment to 
the Treaty of Waitangi Act, there has 
been an unprecedented demand for 
the services of historians beyond the 
academy. This has had some d ra
matic effects on the historical profes
sion in New Zealand. Not only have 
historians been enjoying extraordi
nary levels of employment but, as a 
group, they are much more visible to 
interested parties, to the media, and 
to their colleagues. The high level of 
public interest in treaty issues has 
ensured such exposure. 

Historians working in the 
treaty claims process have a great 



deal of responsibility, not only to 
themselves and to their profession, 
but to Maori claimants. Historians in 
all capacities (whether employed by 
the Tribtmal, claimants or the Crown) 
play a crucial role in bringing the past 
into the present and, I would argue, 
the present into the past. There is no 
doubt that histories are revealed and 
historical subjects are made available 
for examination in a public and 
adversarial forum. The responsibility 
of historians is perhaps even more 
acute when we consider that the regis
tering of a claim with the Tribunal, 
and the research and presentation of 
that claim-and the Tribtmal report 
itself-all become a part of the claim· 
ants' o,.m histories. \rVhile the Tribunal 
archive wiU no doubt be valuable for 
future researchers attempting to make 
sense of this present period in our 
history, it has an immediate signifi· 
cance for claimants, as part of their 
history, now. 

Two issues in particular struck 
me while I was employed by the 
Tribunal. First, because of the com
plexity of the issues involved in a 
claim, I found myself concentrating on 
the problems themselves rather than 
the broader historical context. The 
primary task of the commissioned 
researcher is to address the concerns 
raised in the commission, which in 
tum addresses the statement of claim. 
I rapidly became aware that I was 
writing a highly selective history: that 
is, history written to an agenda. Sec· 
ond, this agenda was determined not 
only by the issues raised in statement 
of claim, but by constant referral to the 
TreatyofWaitangi. 

Treaty claims research is a spe
cialised kind of public history, as 
historians working in this field must 
always return to the Treaty of 
Waitangi as their primary point of 
reference. Moreover, they must refer 

not only to the texts but to the princi
ples of the Treaty as enunciated by 
successive Tribunal findings. The 
parameters within which treaty claims 
research is conducted are, at least in 
part, determined by the continual re
interpretation of the principles of the 
Treaty by the Waitangi Tribunal. This 
specificity makes treaty claims re
search a distinct form of public his
tory While the treaty research process 
has forced lawyers to become histori~ 
cally literate, it has also introduced 
historians to the realms of legal dis· 
course and legal process. Historians 
working for the Tribunal are no excep
tion. Indeed, as Tipene O'Regan ob
served in the New Zealand journal of 
History, the participation of historians 
in what is an overtly legal arena has 
begun directly to inform the way that 
historians practice history. (26:1, 1992, 
p.9.) 

It is interesting, although per
haps not surprising, to note that while 
recent academic historiography seems 
to be emphasising Maori 'agency' and 
the importance of post-colonial con
cepts such as 'negotiation ' and 'com
promise', treaty claims history is 
tending to invert colonialist para
digms of hegemony and re-invent old 
binarisms. In the settlement-driven 
climate, it has also become too easy to 
depict historical subjects simply as 
stick·figures who are meant to be 
knocked down. Some explanation for 
these trends is to be found in the 
adversarial context in which claims 
research is conducted and the need for 
firm conclusions to be dra'Wfl from the 
historical evidence. I wish to make 
dear that 1 am not criticising the work 
of the Tribunal and treaty-related 
research, rather I am suggesting that 
historians working in this field need 
to be aware of the positivist mode in 
which much of this kind of history is 
currently being written. Without the 



resources to investigate fully not just 
what happened but why, it becomes 
tempting to delineate a 'victims and 
villains' scenario. Context therefore 
needs to be addressed as much as 
content: the complexity of colonial 
relationships in nineteenth-<entury 
New Zealand needs fuller explication 
to appreciate motivations in their 
context. It should also be noted here 
that there is a difference behveen the 
historical research reports commis· 
sioned by the Tribunal and the p ub
lished Tribunal report itseU. Histori· 
ans employed by the Tribunal make a 
contribution to the body of historical 
evidence relevant to any given claim 
which is presented before the Tribu
nal, whose members then produce the 
published report. 

Public history is frequently 
compared with academic research. It 
is often assumed that public history, 
being commissioned by a client. is 
somehow more accountable than the 
work of academics. New Zealand 
academics are, however, coming un· 
der increasing pressure to make their 
research conform to university priori· 
ties. Academic historians are also 
obliged to reflect on their discipline 
and to consider their standards of 
scholarship, methodology, and the 
theoretical positions they adopt in 
their teaching and publications. Not 
least of all, academic historians also 
attempt to relate their research to that 
conducted in other disciplines. 

The work of academic and public 
historians is very similar. Both groups 
of historians are engaged in finding 
out what happened in the past, and 
why. Historical research produced by 
the treaty claims process contains all 
the checks and balances of that pro
duced within the academy, albeit 
within a much more immediate con· 
text. Historians in both fields need to 
rerognisc, however. that while they 

have much in common, there is still 
space for more dialogue and ex
change. One of the major differences 
between academic history and claims 
research, is the adversarial and legal 
nature of the latter. Competing and 
contesting views of the past are pre· 
sented before the Tribunal, and often 
these views are based on the same 
material. The Tribunal attempts to 
deal with problems of truth and inter
pretation by employing legal p ractices 
of cross-examination and the juxtapo
sition of different kinds of evidence to 
test their validity. 

Practical considerations also 
place very real constraints on the 
public historian working on Treaty 
claims. The treaty research process 
provides very little time for reflection, 
let alone room for theoretical specula
tion. Reports are closely scrutinised 
and subject to legal examination, and 
no evidence enjoys a particular privi
lege or is taken simply at face value. 
The work is placed on the public 
record, enters the public domain, and 
is-potentially at least-guaranteed a 
wide circulation. Contract historians 
also have to negotiate for themselves 
some sort of market rate and levels of 
remuneration are not high. 

Historians in the academy now 
have to respond to the expanding field 
of treaty claims research and consider 
its place in New Zealand history and 
historiography. This is directly ex
pressed in university teaching, where 
Tribunal reports are rapidly finding 
their way onto the reading lists of 
New Zealand history courses. In these 
courses, students are invited to con
sider critically the historiographical 
status of published Tribunal reports. 
In general, students have responded 
very well to this material, largely 
because it is recent and relevant, and it 
provides an excellent example of 
history written in response to the 



concerns of the present. New Zea land 
universities are now recognising the 
need for history graduates who not 
only understand something of the 
historical context in which treaty 
claims research is conducted, but who 
can also access historical source mate
rial and present it in the most efficient 
and effective manner. For example, 
the H istory Department at Victoria 
University of Wellington is currently 
planning the development of an MA 
in Public History in response to this 
need for trained public historians. 

I can offer a further example of 
the ways in which the academy is 
responding to the employment mar
ket. Ln 1997 I offered a 300-level pa
per, 'Hist 317 The Treaty of Waitangi 
and Public/ Applied History: A Spe
cial Topic in New Zealand History'. 
The objective o f this course was to 
provide students with the research 
skills required to work in the field of 
treaty claims research. The course 
had a strong practical focus and 
students were expected to plan their 
work objectives and to perform as if 
they were engaged in contract re
search . Lectures and seminars cov
ered a variety of topics, including the 
researching of tribal history; Maori 
land legislation; the operation of the 

alive Land Court; a study of juris
prudential issues; the transfer of 
control and ownership of land from 
Maori to Pakeha; the establishment of 

THE WORK OF TH E WAITANGI 
TRIBUNAL 

The Waitangi Tribtmal was estab
lished in 1975 to investigate breaches 
of the Treaty. At that time the Tribunal 
had the power to investigate contem
porary breaches and it was not until 
the mid 1980s that it could investigate 
historical claims. It was from this 
point on that historical evidence and 

the Waitangi Tribunal; and an exami
nation of the process of preparing a 
Tribunal report, from hearing to publi
cation. Throughout the course there 
was a strong emphasis on examining 
the issues that confront historians 
working in the public context where 
their research is applied to assist with 
the resolution of contemporary griev
ances. Most of the lectures were pre
sented by guest speakers who ad
dressed the dass on an aspect of 
Treaty research, with particular refer
ence to their ovm fields of expertise. 

One of the most significant ob
servations I have made since return
ing to the academy is that public 
history and public historians in New 
Zealand can no longer be seen as 
apolitical. As Paul McHugh observed 
in the Nno Zealand [o11rnal of History, 
the writing of history in New Zealand 
is now 'a politically charged exercise, 
where the pressure to serve the needs 
of the present is felt as strongly as any 
inclination towards preservation of 
the integrity of the past.'(3L1, 1997, 
p.38.) In my opinion, historians 
should not become advocates or 
champions for a cause, but neither 
should we adhere to obsolete notions 
of objectivity: the challenge facing 
historians is to find the middle 
ground. 

Giselle M. Bymes 

historians came to play a significant 
role in the Treaty process. 

Historians are treated as expert 
witnesses and can be cross-examined 
on oath. From an historian's perspec
tive, the Tribunal is a curious mixture 
of historical and judicial process. A 
huge amount of funding has gone into 
historical investigation of claims, and 
research has been carried out on be
half of claimants, the Tribunal and the 
Crown. 



For those wanting to keep up to 
date with the progress of claims there 
are h.,o important publications. The 
first is the Tribunal's newsletter Te 
Manutukutuku, w hich is available from 
the Tribunal {PO Box 5022, Welling
ton). The most recent issue contains an 
eight-page overview of current hear
ings and recently registered claims. 
The second is the Treaty Research 
Organisations Committee (TROC) 
newsletter, which is put out quarterly 
and is available from National Ar
chives and Treaty research organisa
tions (the Tribunal, Crown Forestry 
Rental Trust, Crown Law Office). 

The length of the hearings se
quence depends on the nature of the 
claim. The larger historical claims, for 
example Tauranga Raupatu {confisca
tion), which are carried out under a 
casebook {regional) approach, can take 
a considerable time and involve hear
ing numerous individual claims 

PROFILE OF A PUBLIC 
HISTORIAN: PAUL MONJN 

Tony Nightingale recently spoke to 
PHANZA member Paul Monin, who lives 
and works on Waiheke Island. Paul is best 
known as a local historian. He has pub
lished Waikeke Island: A History (1992) 
and is working on a history of race rela
tions in nineteenth-century Hauraki, a 
section of which wa.s published in the 
New Zealand Journal of History (Oc
tober 1995) 

Paul Monin lives on Waiheke Island, 
where he combines freelance history 
research and writing with heritage 
work and an island lifestyle. He is best 
knov.'f\ for Waiheke Island: A History 
(Dunmore, 1992), and is currently 
finishing a history of nineteenth
century Hauraki, which has a focus on 
Maori-Pakeha relations. 

Paul tra~s his interest in history 

grouped together under one claim 
number. Broad claims, such as the 
Indigenous Flora and Fauna claim 
(Wai 262), can also last a long time and 
involve many claimants. Smaller or 
urgent claims can somehmes only 
involve one hearing. 

Among hearings currently 
underway are Tauranga Raupatu, 
Indigenous Flora and Fauna, Mohaka 
ki Ahuriri (Napier Harbour), 
Muriwhenua (far North), and the 
Kaipara inquiries, while the Hauraki 
inquiry is scheduled to begin later this 
year. The Tribunal has also produced a 
series of scoping reports-Rangihau 
Whanui reports-which investigate 
major sources of grievance on a re
gional and thematic basis. Further 
information on the reports, and the 
reports themselves, is available from 
the Tribunal. 

Tony Nightingale 

toachildhood ~ passion for 
historical nov-
els and to the , , 
storiesofhis • 
well-t.avelled . -

::;::;e~ea ~ 
Masters degree 
in history at the 
University of Canterbury in 1968 and 
a second in politics at McMaster Uni
versity in Canada in 1971. After a brief 
period on short-term contract as a 
junior lecturer in political theology at 
Waikato University, he returned over
seas. In 1976 he began a period of 
secondary school teaching in Mel
bourne, enjoying his senior classes in 
Australian history and English. Re
turning to New Zealand in the late 
1980s, Paul taught for several addi
tional years before branching out into 



freelance research and writing. 
Paul's approach to survival as a 

freelance historian in the 1990s has 
hinged on versatility. He has taught 
adults, become involved in education 
tourism, written for newspapers and 
periodicals, and undertaken heritage 
work for the Auckland Regional 
Council and or the Waiheke commu· 
nity-the last unpaid he hastens to 
add. For periods, the continuation of 
his work has been thanks only to his 
own resources and to a cheap island 
lifestyle. 

Since 1995 his i.11.dependent work 
in Hauraki has been interspersed with 
work on aspects of the Hauraki claims. 
The income received from this has 
been most welcome, although it has 
taken him away from his initial project 
and delayed its completion. Paul is 
currently making a resolute bid to 
complete his book, which will hope
fully appear in the next year, perhaps 
with the title 'Hauraki Frontier: A 
Regional Study of Maori-European 
Relations, 1969-1890'. He is enthusias
tic abou t his subject, seeing in it great 

THE NEW ZEALAND WARS 

Landmark Productions, ThL New Zetl· 
land Wars/Nga Pakanga Nunui o 
Aotearoa, written and presented by 
James Belich, d irected by Tainui 
Stephens, June-July 1998. 

I was not entirely surprised to be 
informed gravely that The University 
of Auckland brought you the New 
Zealand Wars' -the history depart
ment alone has been accused of worse 
in its time. More puzzling was the fact 
that every modem pain the country 
seemed to have been successfully 
stormed by a burly Dalmatian {did l 
only imagine that he began by an
nouncing, 'I'm James Belich, and these 
were our peoples last century'?) utilis-

scope for compelling historical narra
tive--on timber ships, kauri felling.. 
ship building, trading. gold mining
all of which involved Maori and 
Pakeha in dose and at times problem
atical relations. Hauraki was New 
Zealand's closest equivalent to the 
wild west, he says. More seriously, he 
adds, that what converged were two 
well-defined vigorous societies, each 
with their own cultural values, social 
institutions, economic objectives and 
overall dynamics -and on Auck
land's doorstep. 

For his next project Paul wants a 
change. He notes that writing and 
researching can be a lonely task. A 
research trip to the National Archives 
is not neressarily a social event, yet it 
may be the one place where research
ers meet o ther historians at work. For 
the future he is looking at focussing 
on the writing process rather more, 
possibly combining this interest with 
a love of Italian culture and heritage, 
but for the moment these are ideas as 
he moves towards completion of his 
work on Hauraki. 

ing a peculiar martial arts technique 
involving poorly co-ordinated but 
dearly dangerous arm movements. 
Didn't the ease of his conquest invali
date his whole thesis? 

l confess it: ! loved most things 
about this series-the fact that its 
iconoclastic writer/ presenter had 
intelligent things to say, and enough 
time to say them; his insistence that 
' real history does happen here'; his 
bon mots ('the government's friend
ship was almost as dangerous as its 
enmity'); the soundtrack, with its 
imaginative use of music and haka; 
Stephen Ellis's stunning 30 anima
tion; the chance to visit pa sites with
out driving for hours on gravel roads 
trying to find them; and (not least) the 
public stoush which followed each 
episode. Sadly, this last made it clear 



that books matter less than those who 
produce them Like to think: Belich 
wasn't saying anything he hadn't 
written in the book of the film 12 years 
ago, but the public outcry this time 
was far greater. Personal pub experi· 
ence attests to the power the 'received 
version' of our story retains over its 
recipients; the last time I got into such 
heated d iscussions about historical 
matters was 1981. 

In some cases, Belich brought 
this reaction on himself by exaggerat
ing for dramatic effect. To say that 'the 
New Zealand Wars raged across the 
whole of the North Island for a lmost 
30 years' is surely overdoing it; and 
the much-criticised sex-for-guns eco
nomic nexus seems too simplistic, 
given the other commodities involved 
in this trade. Critical historians (also 
mostly muttering in pubs, thus far) 
have once again focused on Belich's 
redefin ition of the outcome of specific 
battles and campaigns (with most 
apparent justice in the case of the 
Northern War: wasn't this as much a 
draw as the Taranaki War of 1860-1?), 
and on his claim that Kawiti invented 
modem trench warfare at Ohaeawai in 
1S45. Faced with a set of apparently 
insurmou ntable problems (an enemy 
\'lith superior logistical capability, 
modem artillery and much greater 
numbers), Kawiti and his successors 
in the 1860s certainly came up with 
ingenious solutions (make the enemy 
extend himself to come to you, dig 
deeper, design fortifications and com
munication systems that enable you to 
get the most value from the men you 
have). But the weaker side in war has 
ah·.'ays sought to reduce their oppo
nent's advantages in analogous ways; 
and there seems to be no evidence that 
the innovative features of modem pa 
were copied overseas. 

There is less validity to criticisms 
that the story was told in terms that 
were too black and white (ignoring 

critics of Pakeha policy, for example) 
and too focused on the fighting: the 
series was called The New Zealand 
Wars, after all, and it actually incorpo
rated a fair bit of contextual material 
(e .g. the kupapa/tribalist versus 
millenialist/pan-tribalist dimension) 
into five television hours. Similar 
criticisms were made of the American 
ftlm-maker Ken Bums' landmark The 
Civil War. Unlike Bums, Belich made 
no pretence that he was documenting 
rather than interpreting the past: this 
was self-consciously a reinterpreta
tion, the bolder the better. Nor
perhaps because of the smaller scale 
of both conflict and casualties-did 
this become a Bumsian meditation on 
the evils of war: both the p resenter 
and his subjects remained very much 
alive. And whereas The Civil War was 
shown on public service television (in 
New Zealand, on weekend mornings), 
The New Zealand Wars topped the 
ratings in commercial primetime: dare 
we hope after all for a sequel, expand
ing on the making of distinctive Maori 
and Pakeha peoples which was cov
ered briefly in this series. 

Unlike the unlamented New 
Zealand at War, this series told a coher
ent story in shots which lasted more 
than a few nano-seconds (and was 
also a story in which 'most of the facts 
were true'). Unlike both Ne--UJ Zealand 
at War and Epitaph (why are all the 
historical programmes on New Zea· 
land television obsessed with death?), 
it assumed an intelligent audience. 
And unlike The Civil War, \vhich 
confronted s imilar limitations of 
source material, it was able to utilise 
the latest computer techniques to 
swoop over battlefields and into anti
artillery bWlkers, providing both 
movement and some sense of the 
participants' view of things. 

/Q 

As in Tile Civil War, effective use 
was made of the diaries of both com
batants and civilians. That these com-



mentators were overwhelmingly 
Some have seen the latter practice as 
evidence of pro-Maori bias; to me, it 
provided balance, the desire to 
achieve which must have led to the 
inclusion of the one or two interview
ees who had very little to add to the 
story, about the only fall from high 
standards in the series. The makers of 
77u> New Zealand Wars eked out their 
relatively few (far fewer than were 
available to the Americans) and 
mostly familiar photographs by judi· 
cious panning and the addition of 
appropriate sound effects. Unlike The 
Civil War, this series utilised many 
paintings too; sometimes these were 
magically transformed into 
animations. 

If most adult New Zealanders 
learn about their country's history 
from te levision (and Te Papa), this 

NEWS AND NOTESIPHANZA 
NEWS 

National Archives remains in the 
news. The cou rt case involving 
ARANZ and the Department of Inter
nal Affairs was held at the end of June. 
A decision is not expected for a few 
weeks yet, but it is anticipated that 
both sides in the case will appeal the 
decision. The procedure promises to 
be d rawn out. Chief Archivist Kathryn 
Patterson left at the end of June; Chris 
Hurley, Manager National Archives 
Business is Acting Chief Archivist 
until a new appointment is made. 

The Archives Bill remains in the 
legislative wilderness. The Depart· 
ment of Internal Affairs was not suc
cessful in getting the new bill into the 
legislative queue for this year, and it 
would appear that there will need to 
be some organisa tional lobbying to 
ensure that the bill gets back on to the 
agenda. 

series has reminded media bosses that 
big ideas can be conveyed entertain· 
ingly and with no loss of advertising 
revenue. It also demonstrated the 
d rawing power of an attractive per· 
sonality: it seems unlikely that a face
Jess narrator or Jess colourful pre-
senter would have done as well. This 
should be borne in mind by those 
seeking to produce a local counterpart 
to the splendid People's Century. Un
less they've d iscovered several caches 
of forgotten silver, we'll have seen 
most of it before. But James Belich has 
shown that with the right presenter 
and/ or interviewees, we can be 
guided into experiencing a familiar 
story in new ways. 

David Green is the Editor/Historian in the 
Historical Branch of the Department of 
Internal Affairs. 

The Hocken Library is moving to new 
premises in Anzac Ave in Dunedin. 
The move will disrupt reader services 
until the opening of the new centre on 
23 November. Archives, manuscripts 
and photographs will be available 
only on afternoons until 21 September, 
after which they will be unavailable. 
Published material will be available 
until16 October. 

The 1999 conference of the Australian 
Society for Sports History will be held 
in Queenstown, 1-5 February. The 
theme is 'The End of Sports History?', 
and abstracts are invited for indi
vidual papers (20 minutes) or com
plete sessions (1 .45 hours, of three 
papers and 15 minutes discussion). 
Abstracts should be sent by 28 August 
1998 to Douglas Booth, School of 
Physical Education, University of 
Otago, PO Box 56, DUNEDIN, 
dbooth@pooka.otago.ac.nz 



Applications are invited for the Hu
manities Research Centre, Australian 
National University, Academic Pro
gramme: 2000. The HRC will fund up 
to twenty short-term Vtsiting Fellow
ships (up to three months) in 2000 for 
scholars with an interest in pursuing 
research on problems within the broad 
field of 'Law and the Humanities' 
Closing date for applications is 31 
December 1998, HRC ANU, Can
berra, ACT, 0200, Australia, fax +61 2 
6248-0054, email 
admin.istration.hrc@anu.edu.au, 
website address http:/ I 
www.anu.edu.au/ HRC/ 

Professional Historians' Association of 
New Zealand/Aotea.roa 
Box 1904 
Thomdon 
WElliNGTON 

President: Gavin McLean 
Secretary: Graham Butterworth 
Treasurer: Tony Nightingale 
Phanzint : Bronwyn Dalley, 
bronwyn.dalley@dia.govt.nz 

PHANZA represents professional his
torians, both within and outside aca
demic institutions 

Thanks to PHANZA member Mike 
Kelly who took a key role in drafting 
PHANZA's submission to the Historic 
Heritage Management Review. 
PHANZA emphasised the need for a 
commitment to adequate funding for 
historic heritage. Members interested 
in looking at the submission should 
contact the Secretary. 

PHA ZA has been successful recently 
in obtaining both short- and long-term 
work for members. All members 
seeking employment should notify us 
regularly so that we can add rou to 
the database of members available for 
work at short notice. 

PHANZA promotes the research, re
cording and presentation of history by 
qualified historians, and offers guide
lines for and promotes appropriate pro
fessional conduct. 

PHANZA is an independent group 
which provides support for its mem· 
be<S. 

Membership of PHANZA is open to 
those with a research-based honours 
degree in history or a related discipline, 
or a record of research and publication. 
Inquiries about membership and mem
bership forms should be addressed to 
the Secretary. Contributions to Phanz.ine 
should be sent to the above address. 
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