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Editorial
Our first issue of Phanzine for
2018 offers the opportunity to
foreshadow what will be a busy
year. However, before I get on
to that, I want to thank all the
members who responded to our
poll on a proposed move to an
e-Phanzine. Over two-thirds of our
members took part and the result
was an overwhelming margin in
favour of shifting to an electronic
Phanzine. More on that inside this
issue.
The prospect of PHANZA holding its first conference since 2011
was raised at last year’s AGM.
Although we had hoped that it
would be held this year, we have
concluded that in and around
the period we would like to hold
it (September–October) there are
a number of other conferences
already in train that we would
have to compete with. We have
therefore reluctantly decided to
defer the conference until April
2019. This will still require a lot
of organisation this year and your
committee will be hard at work
to make sure the conference is a
success. Expect the conference to
be held in Wellington, which will
give our out of town members

When print was king: Newspaper printing machine, c. November 1967, Evening Post,
Wellington. Duncan Winder, 1919–1970, Architectural photographs. Ref: DW-3080-F.
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /records/23225144

a chance to visit the country’s
major repositories while they are
in town.
On top of that, expect more
information on a proposed
PHANZA member grants fund
(using surplus funds and savings
from the move to an electronic

Phanzine). We will also be rolling
out changes in website content
through the year.
We hope 2018 is a fulfilling
and successful year for all our
members.
— Michael Kelly
President

INSIDE
1 Editorial

9 NZHA AGM

2 From your committee

10 A windfall of negatives

3 In the regions

11

4 Illustrating histories

11 News from the Top of the South

8 Tāmaki Herenga Waka

12 David Colquhoun

News from the North

PO Box 1904, Thorndon,
Wellington

Phanzine May 2018  1

From your Committee – the
Phanzine survey and next steps
Thank you to all those who voted and commented
on the Phanzine survey – the next issue you receive
will be an e-Phanzine!
At the 2017 AGM, the future of Phanzine as a print
publication was discussed and it was decided that
members should have the opportunity to vote on
a proposed move to an electronic publication. The
PHANZA committee determined that at least 65%
of votes would need to be in favour of moving to an
electronic magazine before any change could occur.
A majority of members (63%) responded to the
survey and a majority of voters (76.7%) were in
favour of moving to an e-Phanzine. Out of a total
103 votes, 79 were ‘yes’ votes, in favour of the move.
(Votes on the proposal were accepted online or by
mail.)
Based on the clear result of the vote in favour of
moving to an e-Phanzine, the PHANZA Committee
has decided to implement the change. So, what does
this mean?
This issue will be the final print issue and the following issue (the August edition) will be the association’s first e-Phanzine. The August edition will be sent
to members as a PDF via email. If you are unable to
receive Phanzine via email, the committee will send
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a printed version of the PDF to your postal address.
Please write to the Secretary, Sarah Burgess, and let
her know if you are unable to receive an electronic
version (see contact details on page 12). Please note
that the committee has decided not to offer members the option of paying more to continue receiving
a hard copy Phanzine. The committee feels this would
create additional and unnecessary administration
for the secretary and treasurer and would defeat one
of the primary objectives of moving to an electronic
publication: savings in money and time.
Your Phanzine will continue to be the high quality
publication you have come to know as we will continue to use the services of a designer for the layout
and look of Phanzine. The key change is that it will
no longer arrive as a printed publication in your
letterbox.
We will continue to deposit copies of Phanzine
with the National Library and we will also continue
to make searchable PDF copies of Phanzine available
on the website. Old copies of Phanzine dating back to
April 1995 can be found under the ‘Publications’ tab
on the home page of the PHANZA website.
The committee anticipates that PHANZA will save
both time and money as a result of the change and
is currently considering how this additional income
could be used to provide other benefits to members.
We would like to once again thank members for
participating in this process and hope you will continue to enjoy reading Phanzine into the future.
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Editorial
Welcome to a new year and the first Phanzine of this year. The coming year promises to be another
stimulating one for our organisation and inside we have more details on what is coming up for the rest
of the year.
During the early part of this year, two issues involving Archives New Zealand have raised the question
of how much information provision is enough. As historians, we want the most comprehensive breadth
of research material to be preserved in our institutions, and we want to access to it, preferably sooner
rather than later.
In January, the unwitting inclusion of classified information in David Lange’s personal papers, held at
Archives, gave a glimpse of the kind of material that sits on the other side of the wall marked ‘secret’. It
was a tantalising if ultimately frustrating event because it simply made Archives – perhaps understandably – anxious about its procedures and fearful of similar accidents. It subsequently blocked access to the
papers of all politicians since 1939 until it could ensure that there was no more classified information
lurking there. To many historians it seemed like a huge over-reaction and while we can understand the
rationale behind the statutory requirement to keep classified material secret, it is not a hallmark of open
democracies that these things be kept secret for longer than is absolutely necessary.
Of course, these kinds of papers will come to light in the fullness of time. However, if the Prostitutes
Collective has its way, files gathered on working prostitutes before last year’s law decriminalising prostitution will not. The Collective argues that, as prostitution is no longer a crime, it makes retention of the files
unreasonable and unnecessary and leaves a stigma on anyone who has moved on to a new profession.
While it is understandable that anyone who was once breaking the law and now isn’t would want to see
such files destroyed, unfortunately, to coin a phrase, that’s history. To expunge these files would be a pretty
severe form of censorship; after all, the police did gather the information and use it for a purpose. One
hundred or even 50 years from now, files on prostitutes will form a pretty interesting social record. Perhaps
if they were embargoed until after the death of the person involved, there would be less anxiety.
Let’s hope that opening up the past remains a straightforward matter. Our future depends on it.
Michael Kelly

Inside
Profile: Margaret Tennant

2

Trade Union History Project goes online

What’s new at PHANZA

4

Accessing LINZ’s paper records

The invisibility of disability history

4

On history and sacred cows

10

Heritage

6

Website review

11

Conference review: ‘Unleashing collections:’

8

9
9

PO BOX 1904, THORNDON, WELLINGTON

Heritage

In the regions
Michael Kelly looks at ways
to support heritage building
owners in provincial centres.

The threats to built heritage in our provincial towns
and cities is a theme this column returns to regularly.
In recent times two events have again brought home
just how difficult things are in a post-Christchurch
earthquake climate.
The government’s understandable move to stiffen
the building code and seek compliance for those
measures is having predictable outcomes. In February, Radio New Zealand reported that residents of
Winton, a relatively prosperous rural town in Southland, were fearing for the future of the town in the
wake of changes to the Building Act. Buildings in the
town centre, mostly old and listed for their heritage value, have been changing hands for relatively
modest amounts – less than $50,000 in some cases.
The dramatic loss of value (80% or more in some
cases) is down to the expectation that undertaking
strengthening is going to add significant costs to
their owners’ outgoings.
The prices that buildings are fetching have a
knock-on effect. They lower expectations for other
sales. Long-term investors who had faith in the value
of their property have had their potential retirement
funds drastically reduced. Those who have already
strengthened their buildings now don’t know if the
investment is worth it. It is a characteristic of regional centres that many commercial buildings are
owned by individuals and families, often as retirement investments.
In Dannevirke, the town’s former Carnegie Library, now known as the Carnegie Centre (above),
has closed and demolition looms. Built in 1908 and
listed Category 2 by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere
Taonga, the building has been used in recent years
as the home of Tararua Community Youth Services.
Scottish-born steel magnate Andrew Carnegie
funded libraries all over the world and this is one
of 18 built in New Zealand. The Tararua District
Council is baulking at paying the estimated $300,000
plus it would cost to strengthen the building. This is

a much-loved building and its removal would be a
huge loss.
There are existing sources of funding to support
remedial work on heritage buildings. Many councils run heritage funds, Heritage New Zealand has a
fund, and Heritage Equip, established by the government in 2016 and run by the Ministry for Culture and Heritage, is used solely for strengthening
earthquake-prone buildings and is partly intended
to support regional heritage.
All these funds are tiny, relative to the scale of the
problem. Even Heritage Equip’s $12 million budget is
spread over four years.
A significant boost to our existing funds would
be welcome, but the answer may lie elsewhere. The
Labour-led coalition’s recently announced billion
dollar a year regional fund, administered by New
Zealand First’s Shane Jones, could be that source. The
government has stated that the fund ‘aims to enhance economic development opportunities, create
sustainable jobs, contribute to community wellbeing, lift the productivity potential of regions, and
help meet New Zealand’s climate change targets.’ It is
not difficult to imagine the fund being used to support the transformation of main streets, for the likes
of strengthening, reinstatement of lost decoration in
lightweight materials, painting, and verandah restoration. Such an initiative could create work opportunities, supplement private owners’ contributions and
revitalise a town centre. Those outcomes would seem
to align with the fund’s broad intentions, although it
would require co-ordination by local authorities and
building owners.
The only way the country is going to get to grips
with the scale of our earthquake-prone infrastructure is by spending a large amount of money over
the next few decades. It’s either that or we let thousands of structures go – at great environmental cost.
Let’s see if our politicians have the nerve to use the
regional fund to save our towns.
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Illustrating histories:
Lucky researchers spoiled for online choice
Debbie Dunsford summarises her recent experiences using the
catalogue search tools of online digital image collections.
I regard the sourcing and selection of historical photos and images for a project as one of the
pleasures of an historian’s life. At the end of a book,
when the hard grind of the research and writing is
almost done, there is an opportunity to play detective, chance upon an ‘ideal’ image and make those
hard selections between photos. During the past
five years, I have gathered images for a book project
on Mt Albert and a series of photo exhibitions on
the history of the Auckland beach suburb of Milford. What is clear is that today we have so much
(but not all) at our fingertips and that choice can be
overwhelming.

When the hard grind of the research
and writing is almost done, there is an
opportunity to play detective, chance
upon an ‘ideal’ image and make those
hard selections between photos.
The Auckland Heritage Festival has developed a
very high profile in recent years with local groups
now clamouring to take part. Five years ago, our local
residents association held its first event – a photo
exhibition and brass band concert – and attracted
about 500 people. The exhibition consisted of just 50
mounted A3 photographs from the 1920s and 1930s
of the Milford town centre, beach and the reserve
popularly known for its landmark ‘Ye Olde Pirate
Shippe’ dance hall. We wanted to raise awareness of
a fascinating local history that was being forgotten
because there were no physical reminders. We have
added to these photos each year and now have a collection of over 200 mounted photos obtained from
public collections and private family photos.
My other project was the writing of Mt Albert Then
and Now: A history of Mt Albert, Morningside, Kingsland,
St Lukes, Sandringham and Owairaka, commissioned
by Mt Albert Historical Society and published in
2016. The brief was for the book to be abundantly
illustrated, preferably without repeating photos from
Dick Scott’s 1983 publication, In Old Mt Albert. Both
projects have drawn extensively on historic photos
in public collections.
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National online collections
The substantial project of digitising images and
providing online searching of library and museum
catalogues is a superb development. Having said that,
each catalogue search tool presents its own navigational idiosyncrasies with some being a delight to
use while others can feel cumbersome.
DigitalNZ a tihi o Aotearoa
https://digitalnz.org/
This site searches 30 million New Zealand items
across 300 collections and is a great place to start.
When searching a collection like Auckland Libraries’
Heritage Images, DigitalNZ images that match your
search terms will be displayed along the bottom of
the screen as possible alternatives to consider.
Alexander Turnbull Library/
National Library
https://natlib.govt.nz/photos
I enjoy using this online collection and the overnight availability of high resolution images satisfies
the tightest deadline. Right at end of the Mt Albert
project as the book was designed and photos were
being placed, I realised I needed two specific images: a photo of Sir Robert Muldoon and one of 1981
Springbrok Tour protestors outside Eden Park. I
started looking on a Sunday evening, identified, ordered and paid for them and the links were there the
next morning. That’s a terrific service.
It pays to keep checking this collection throughout a project because new images are being digitised
all the time. After buying some photos for the 2013
Milford exhibition, I was astounded at how many
entirely new photos had been added just a year later.
In this case, individual photos from small albums by
amateur photographers had become available. Previously, you would have had to visit the library to view
these albums. Having to log in to RealMe to pay can
feel like a disadvantage with this collection.
Te Papa Tongarewa
https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/search/
Te Papa has a highly diverse collection including
artworks and photos although I haven’t used any of
their images.

The unmodified Wairau Estuary at Milford Beach, Auckland, with the pedestrian bridge to Castor Bay under construction.
Photographer: Home Studio, Takapuna, 192-? Reference R19980443_001, Archives New Zealand, Wellington.

Archives New Zealand
Archives New Zealand holds photos, maps, posters from government departments but photos are a
sideline rather than their reason for being. Search
Archway or hope to discover a gem within a file one
day. I once called up a file for a Commission of Enquiry into building a road bridge across the Milford
Estuary. Within its pages were six professionallyphotographed and mounted pictures of the unmodified estuary around 1918 – to my delight and the
amazement of the archivists.
Papers Past
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/
Search using the ‘Illustrations’ feature only to focus
on newspaper photographs often with high human interest and excellent captions. Seeing these
New Zealand Herald and Auckland Star photos on
Papers Past tends to raise hopes but getting a high
resolution image from owners NZME and Fairfax is
difficult.
Availability through the Herald archive is hit and
miss and they charge $150 + GST for a single use if
it is still in copyright. At that price, you need deep
pockets or it has to be a photo essential to the project.
It’s well known that Fairfax have sent the Auckland
Star photos (although not the negatives) to the USA

Each catalogue search tool presents
its own navigational idiosyncrasies
with some being a delight to use while
others can feel cumbersome.
for digitising. When (if?) they return to New Zealand
is unknown at this stage.
The poor resolution of photos scanned from newsprint is the biggest issue with Papers Past. I was keen
to use a Depression era photo of a bus improvised
as a bank to pay relief workers in Mt Albert. At the
time, a publisher incorrectly advised that the resolution was too poor to print. In hindsight, I think that
one or two lower resolution images in a history are
acceptable and I should have included it.
More importantly, a fellow researcher advised (too
late for the book) that the Auckland Museum has paper copies of Auckland’s newspapers and will re-photograph them for a very reasonable fee. I wouldn’t
hesitate to use this service in the future.
Auckland Libraries
http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/heritageimages/index.htm
The Sir George Grey Special Collections at Auckland
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Reference AWNS-19170809-31-3, The Auckland Weekly News, 9 August 1917, Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland Libraries. The
‘Edendale’ referred to in the caption became ‘Sandringham’ in 1929 mainly to overcome the suburb’s bad reputation for flooding.

Central Library and the libraries website are the stars
in Auckland’s network of 55 libraries which include
four legacy research centres at Auckland Central,
Takapuna, Manukau and Henderson.
Go to Digital Library/Heritage Collections/Photos/
Heritage images/. It is easy to search and its display
of 20 images at a time is simple but I think the best.

I wanted to show the 1917 record
rainfall and flooding in Sandringham
and, sure enough, there was a photo
in the Weekly News that conveyed it
perfectly.
This collection holds 100,000 images including
renowned photographers like Winkelmann and Burton Brothers. The Auckland Library Heritage Trust
was formed in 1991 to assist the Library to care for
the Sir George Grey Collection. Recently, they have
funded the digitisation of photos from the Auckland Weekly News and New Zealand Graphic. Because
both publications were printed on glossy paper, the
scanned images are of excellent quality. This collection is worth searching at any time but especially if
you have an Auckland or large national event you
want to illustrate. I wanted to show the 1917 record
rainfall and flooding in Sandringham and, sure
enough, there was a photo in the Weekly News that
conveyed it perfectly.
It pays to visit the Sir George Grey Special Collections room and the regional research centres. There
are still plenty of photos not yet digitised or with
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copyright restrictions so you have to view them in
person. It’s also worth building a relationship with
the research librarians who really know their collections and enjoy helping researchers. The delivery
of high resolution files is made via USB stick or
download at a reasonable charge. I have found the Sir
George Grey staff very helpful and they are willing
to rescan older scans in order to provide a higher
resolution.
Auckland Council Archives
Don’t forget about the Council Archives (situated
in Lorne Street below Auckland Central Library, as
well as smaller South, North and West offices). They
hold the official files of the many Councils that have
been and gone during the relentless amalgamation
of Auckland’s local bodies over 100 years. Those
Councils tended to photograph some of their activities in a haphazard way. Think road building and
opening ceremonies, staff and politicians. I recommend you visit these Archives in person and ask for
help with photos from staff. A basic online catalogue exists but it requires real system knowledge to
be worthwhile.
Auckland War Memorial Museum Library
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/
collections-research/collections
The Museum has an extensive and interesting collection including early Auckland photos, maps, paintings and drawings. The online search is not as userfriendly as the Sir George Grey Special Collections
software but it is quite useable. Ordering photos is
done by email and usually takes a few days.

Museum of Transport & Technology (MOTAT),
Walsh Memorial Library
http://www.motat.org.nz/collections/
collection-online/
MOTAT’s collection is focussed as its name suggests
and uses the same online search system as the Auckland Museum. It’s worth visiting the Library to look
at their photo folders (based on subject and place)
and to seek archivist help.

yourself recognising errors of identification or
date in an image description. It’s an opportunity
to correct these records and advise the institution
of errors or missing information. I quickly recognised that an Auckland Museum photo taken of the
Western Home Guard during the Second World War
did not show ‘possibly St Peter’s College, Epsom’
but I was sure it was Mt Albert Grammar School.
I advised the Museum who checked with the Mt

Milford Beach, pedestrian bridge,
swimming pool and Ye Olde Pirate
Shippe, c. 1936.
Reference T2186, North Auckland
Research Centre, Takapuna, Auckland
Libraries.

Auckland Art Gallery
https://www.aucklandartgallery.com/
explore-art-and-ideas/advanced-collection-search
I really enjoyed searching this website. The beauty
and artistry of the images are different to other
collections and make searching a pleasure. The Art
Gallery has an excellent online search and the most
efficient supply of high-resolution images.
Other places that are worth checking out in Auck-

Public collections account for only a
proportion of the photos I eventually
used. Many images came from
unpublished and private, family
collections.
land are the University of Auckland Special Collections, the various church archives, ‘historical or heritage cabinets’ in local libraries and the collections of
the many local museums and historical associations.
With a large or extended project, you may find

Albert Grammar School Archivist and thanked me
– although I note that the online record hasn’t been
changed yet.
I was also given a copy of the glossy New Zealand
Freelance by a Mt Albert interviewee and, after I had
scanned the photos, wondered what to do with it.
Luckily, Auckland Libraries are building a collection
of this magazine and I was pleased to give it to them.
This personal narrative of searching public collections for two specific projects is not an exhaustive account of all the country’s collections. It also accounts
for only a proportion of the photos I eventually used.
Many images came from unpublished and private,
family collections. Common factors in receiving and
using these images were the need to ‘get involved’
with people by email or in person – or in new ways
through Facebook pages and blogs. Building these
relationships can take time but are worth the effort. There is also often a high degree of serendipity
involved – but that’s another story.
Note also the story on page 10 of this issue of Phanzine
on the Manawatu Standard photograph collection.
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Conference
Tāmaki Herenga Waka – Where Histories Meet
Lucy Mackintosh reports on
the New Zealand Historical
Association (NZHA)
Conference held in Auckland,
28 November – 1 December
2017
The 2017 NZHA Conference focused on celebrating the stories
of Auckland as a meeting place
of people, of culture and of ideas,
from throughout New Zealand
and across the world.
At the graduate day of the conference, guest speakers included
Mary-Jane McCullum from the
University of Winnipeg, Monty
Soutar from Ministry of Culture
and Heritage, Miranda Johnson
from the University of Sydney
and James Belich from the University of Oxford. It was a fantastic opportunity for postgraduate
students to discuss new historical
works and methodologies with
leading historians.
Mary-Jane McCullum spoke
about a mandatory programme
at the University of Winnipeg on
indigenous peoples and cultures
in Canada. This is a student-led
initiative that came about in
response to the recommendations made in the final report of
the seminal Truth and Reconciliation Commission. McCullum
discussed some of the challenges
for both indigenous and nonindigenous lecturers, as well as for
the students taking these courses.
Monty Soutar offered advice for
those wanting to pursue a career
in history. He emphasised the
importance of a positive mindset
and recommended that all New
Zealand historians learn te reo
Māori so that they can access
Māori sources and perspectives
8  Phanzine May 2018

on history. He also talked about
the importance of telling stories
in a way that is accessible to a wider audience. Areas of future work
for historians will include WWII
commemorations and reflecting
on the Treaty settlement process.
Miranda Johnson talked about
the methodology behind her
new book The Land is Our History:
Indigeneity, Law and the Settler
State, which is a comparative history of indigenous legal claims
in Australia, New Zealand and
Canada. Johnson took a ‘multisited’ approach to comparative
history, starting with local and
specific sites, then drawing out
from specific human moments to
the broader stories that arise from
them. This approach allowed her
to examine out broader stories
that still resonate at a human
level, but the challenge with this
approach is staying true to the
voice of the site whilst comparing
the different sites and telling an
emerging story.
James Belich answered questions from the graduate students.
Students asked how Belich viewed
the state of New Zealand history
in our universities, and he replied
that he was concerned about the
reducing numbers of staff and
lack of funding for New Zealand
history. Belich argued that New
Zealand historians have had an
important role in New Zealand,
with books successfully reaching
a wide audience in the past, and
that the undervaluing of New
Zealand history would have serious consequences for our country.
In response to a question about
whether indigenous histories
can be told in a global context
without losing their texture,
Belich responded that it is possible, and that global history is

not necessarily in opposition to
indigenous history.
In his conversation with Finlay
Macdonald at the Auckland War
Memorial Museum, Belich talked
about his impressions of Auckland, which he maintains had a
legacy of growing for its own sake,
and discussed his views on monuments, the New Zealand Wars,
life at the University of Oxford
and his new book, which looks
at the role of the bubonic plague
in European expansion. Asked
about the role of history in an era
of ‘fake news’, Belich argued that
history is about transforming
information into understanding
as well as the art of authenticating ‘the truth’ and that history is
an important component of civic
society, in which everyone should
have an understanding of who
they are, how they came to be here
and the broad contours of their
history.
In the Wiremu Maihi Te
Rangikāheke Memorial Lecture,
Monty Soutar discussed the 28th
Māori Battalion and drew out
four principles that historians
could learn from the battalion: 1
– be up for the challenge; 2 – look
for the lighter side of the situation; 3 – have an attitude of gratitude; and 4 – believe in something
larger than yourself.
The panel celebrating 50 years
of the New Zealand Journal of History included panelists who had
been involved in the journal at
each stage since its formation.
Raewyn Dalziel discussed the setting up of the journal and its role
in establishing the infrastructure
for New Zealand history. Deborah
Montgomery was co-editor with
Caroline Daley from 2002 to 2014
and described the journal’s development from a unitary journal

into a journal of subfields during
this period, as well as the development of social and cultural
history. Barbara Brookes, who is
currently co-editor with Angela
Wanhalla, discussed the current
challenges for the journal, which
include digitisation and the tension between PBRF requirements
for international publications
and publishing for a New Zealand
audience.
In the J C Beaglehole Lecture,

Claudia Orange spoke about her
career in public history, beginning with the publication of her
PhD thesis on the Treaty of Waitangi, then discussing her work
at the Dictionary of New Zealand
Biography, The Museum of New
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa and at
Te Kōngahu, the Museum of Waitangi. She emphasised the importance of considering the longterm effects of exhibitions, as well
as their immediate impact, and of

telling the stories of New Zealand
clearly to as broad an audience as
possible.
There were lots of wonderful
talks, including many by PHANZA
members. Sandra Gorter, Hazel
Petrie and Debbie Dunsford each
presented during a session on
colonial Auckland, Marianne
Schultz gave a talk about parades
and pageants during Auckland’s
centennial celebrations, and Ben
Schrader spoke about historic
preservation in late 1980s Auckland. Ewan Morris presented
about Māori and the New Zealand
tour of Sir Hector Macdonald,
Sarah Burgess spoke about governors’ wives in voluntary imperial
organisations and Ross Webb gave
a talk on the 2012 AFFco/Talley’s,
Lockout Oral History Project.
There were topics and themes
that came up repeatedly during
the conference. These included
support for the movement towards officially commemorating
the New Zealand Wars, concern
over reduced funding and support
of New Zealand historians in our
universities, and tensions between
telling broad, global histories and
textured, local stories.

NZHA AGM

presented by Charlotte Macdonald expressing concern about the
potential destruction of records
consequent on the decision to demolish the Statistics New Zealand
House at CentrePort following the
November 2016 earthquake. An
informal group had been established to make representations in
the light of the requirements of
the Public Records Act 2015.
Barbara Brookes raised a related
issue about restrictions placed on
many archival collections which
make them virtually unusable,
and which seem not to have been
reviewed since the 1990s. She and
Margaret Tennant are to work
on making representations to

archivists and the Privacy Commissioner on this matter. It is
hoped that this might lead to
protocols under which historians
may access files currently subject
to blanket restrictions – many of
those from the old Health Department were mentioned as especially problematic, but there are other
examples, including oral history
collections, which deter researchers from using materials. Funding
may be sought to assist in identifying especially restrictive areas.
It was suggested that thought
needs to be given to conditions
made at time of acquisition or
donation, as some are unrealistic
from a user perspective.

Neill Atkinson and Tim Shoebridge confer after Tim’s fascinating presentation on the
origins of New Zealand’s urban motorways.

The Annual General Meeting of
the New Zealand Historical Association was held on 1 December
2017. The NZHA executive has rotated to Wellington, with Victoria
University History programme’s
Jim McAloon the new president
and Cybèle Locke secretary.
Decisions were made at the
meeting to establish a conference
prize for graduates and to make
a biennial award for the ‘best
contribution’ (by individuals or
organisations) to New Zealand
history.
Of particular interest to
PHANZA members were a paper
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►► Miss Manawatū
Competition 1958.
Manawatu Standard,
4 March 1958,
Manawatū Heritage
2017N_201720_014652.
Reproduced
courtesy Stuff NZ

A windfall of negatives
Manawatū Heritage Archivist Lesley Courtney reports on an
important image collection that has been acquired by the Ian
Matheson City Archives.
The Ian Matheson City Archives
has always boasted a wonderful
collection of historical photographs, particularly for the earlier
part of Palmerston North’s history. In 1970–71 during the city’s
centenary, there was an active programme to collect images from
the community and this greatly
enlarged the collection. However,
over the years since then the collection has not grown in the same
way and representative images of
life from more recent times are
not as prolific.
While we have sought to fill
gaps as best we could, our collection continued to grow slowly
until 2017 when we received a
windfall in the form of the hard
copy negative collection of the
Manawatu Standard, our local
newspaper. We had talked with
Standard staff over the years about
the value of the collection to
the city but it was the imminent
10  Phanzine May 2018

danger of it being lost through
degradation that brought the issue to a head.
We received 185 boxes of
negatives (totalling hundreds
of thousands) from the Manawatu Standard, full of images that
documented the city and region
through the newspaper’s eyes.
These images are a wonderful collection, illustrating the everyday
lives of our local community and
their activities. While specific to
Palmerston North/Manawatū, the
images are a valuable source of
illustrations of New Zealand life
for a wide range of researchers.
Our aim is to digitise the images and make them accessible via
our digital repository, Manawatū
Heritage (formerly Pātaka Ipurangi). While we are still refining the
process of managing the collection and readying the images for
inputting, we have made a start
and to date there are more than

200 available online, largely from
the 1950s.
Manawatū Heritage offers high
resolution images directly from
the website for download, however
this functionality is not possible
for the Manawatu Standard collection. To date the copyright holders Fairfax have been extremely
helpful, responding quickly on a
case by case basis, with payment
for use required in some cases. We
follow up with the delivery of any
high resolution images required.
We are working to make the whole
collection accessible and will
digitise on demand. This is made
easier if people can supply a date
for the image they require.
Manawatū Heritage is a great
platform for our historical collections and we can now receive
donations directly online. We
place great emphasis on the active
collecting of current material:
today’s stories for tomorrow’s
heritage. While the most common
content is photographs, we are
adding a wide variety content including council and community
archives, and local publications.
https://manawatuheritage.pncc.
govt.nz

News from the North
PHANZA members and guests
from Auckland and Hamilton
attended a talk given by Dr Joanna
Boileau on her book Gardens of
Prosperity, Chinese Market Gardening in Australia and New Zealand.
We were trialling a new venue at
the Betty Wark room at Auckland
Council’s recently refurbished
Ellen Melville Centre in Freyberg
Place. The facilities and dedicated
nature of the meeting room made
for a very satisfactory outcome for
presenter and audience alike.
Revealing in-depth information about market gardening
by Chinese crossed over into
the work of everyone in the
room in one way or another.
Whether from Chinese involvement in gold mining from the
mid-nineteenth-century, and

how the Chinese often provided
fresh food to miners, thus adding
vegetables to the largely meat diet
of Europeans, and later became
major suppliers of fresh food to
urban populations; or how, largely
excluded from the mainstream
banking system and many other

News from the Top of the South
Autumn has well and truly come
to the Top of the South, and the
work of our small local membership has been quiet of late. Not so
the rest of the region however as it
prepares for the Nelson Heritage
Festival. For three weeks beginning on 9 April, individuals and
community groups will host over
forty exciting heritage-related
activities celebrating Nelson’s
unique stories, people and places
with support from Nelson City
Council.
One of many highlights for
Council Heritage Advisor Tom
Ransom will be the Founders
Anzac Fair on Sunday 22 April.
During a day of ‘old fashioned
family entertainment’, Histrionics
will perform living history enactments of the famous nine-day sitdown protest at Tapawera’s Kiwi
Station in 1955, when Ruth Page,
Sonia Davies and supporters tried
to save the railway line. Other key

Kate Edger became Nelson
College for Girls’ first
principal at the ripe old
age of twenty-six.

events include the Curators Talk
Series, the 5th Wakefield Apple
Fair, a Fringe preview of An Evening with Lord Nelson, and the
Bloomers and Tweed Bicycle Ride.
In other news, Nelson Provincial Museum is planning an as-yet
untitled exhibition as part of its
Suffrage 125 celebrations. From 19
September to 2 December, the exhibition will focus on the education of girls and young women as
one of several nineteenth century
feminist movements in New
Zealand that helped prepare the
country for women’s suffrage.

institutions at the time due to
prejudice, the mostly male Chinese population devised their
own ways of managing money
and sending it back to China.
With input from Joanna and Dr
Phoebe Li, author and co-curator
of the Auckland War Memorial
Museum’s exhibition ‘Being Chinese in Aotearoa’, we heard how
the men earned money to support
their villages and families back in
China; £100 seemed to be the goal
for a five-year working period
before their intended return to
China. This money helped the
people in the men’s villages by assisting with building schools and
other public amenities, contributing to the transformation and
modernisation of Guangdong
province.
— Sandra Gorter
Auckland PHANZA Committee

Mary Ann Muller, regarded
by Kate Sheppard as ‘New Zealand’s Pioneer Suffragist’, will
be amongst notable Nelsonians
featured in the exhibition. Under
the pen name ‘Femina’, Muller
wrote letters to the Nelson Examiner advocating for women’s rights
and supporting the establishment
of Nelson College for Girls.
Also featured will be Kate Edger,
who became Nelson College for
Girls’ first principal at the ripe old
age of twenty-six. Edger was the
first woman in New Zealand to
gain a university degree, and the
first woman in the British Empire
to gain a Bachelor of Arts.
Social History Curator Jessie
Bray Sharpin is ‘excited for this
opportunity to share with our
visitors the inspiring stories of
women like Kate Edger and Mary
Ann Muller, who helped to make
secondary education available
for girls and young women in
Nelson’.
— Karen Cameron
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Staff at the Manawatū Hosiery Factory c.1920–25, one of many images available from
Manawatū Heritage. 2011N_Pg137_006066, Palmerston North Library and Community
Services.

Professional Historians’ Association of
NSW/ACT: Conference 2018
Although offers of papers have
now closed, the Professional Historians’ Association of NSW/ACT
has extended a warm welcome to
New Zealand colleagues interested in attending the 2018 Conference at the State Library of NSW
on 30–31 August. The theme of the

conference is ‘Marking Time’, and
the conference will explore the
changing ways we mark time and
interpret events through traditional and new media in the 21st
century. Further information can
be found at: https://www.phansw.
org.au/conference-2018/

David Colquhoun
PHANZA members will be sad
to hear of the death of member
David Colquhoun on 18 March
2018. Many of us will have first
encountered David during his 25
years as Curator of Manuscripts
at the Alexander Turnbull Library,
or in his previous role as Arrangement and Description Archivist at
Archives New Zealand.
As well as encouraging and
assisting countless researchers
and writers, and curating exhibitions, David was a scholar and
writer, taking a particular interest
in sports history. He edited the
journals of Jack Lovelock, wrote
the entry on athletics for Te Ara,
and was working on a biography

of sportsman George W Smith
when he became ill. As his death
notice put it, David was a ‘Gentle,
kind historian, writer and athlete.
Lover of art, beauty, books and
meat pies’.

