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Getting the Public into 
Public History

Margaret Pointer compiled the views 
of some of those who attended this 
year’s PHANZA conference, which 
was held at Massey University, 
Wellington, 1–2 July.

The key event for PHANZA this year has been the confer-
ence held at the start of July. Nearly 80 members attended 
and over the two days ideas were shared and debated, 
friendships were made or renewed, and people who of-
ten work alone were given that shared sense of purpose 
which stimulates and invigorates their own projects.

The range of papers offered for the conference was 
eclectic and the subject matter fascinating. We asked 
PHANZA members to provide a short take on the various 
parts of the conference, and hopefully these snippets will 
give something of its flavour.

Neill Atkinson: Bill Macnaught, the new National Librarian, 
was the conference’s opening speaker. Bill spoke of his 
eagerness to ensure the National Library continues to 
connect with historians and with the community. He ac-
knowledged concerns around the incorporation of the 
library into Internal Affairs but stressed he was deter-
mined to ensure it retained its independence. Drawing on 
his experience as manager of Taranaki’s Puke Ariki, Bill 

highlighted the value of community engagement in story-
telling of the past, especially when it involves controver-
sial events such as the Taranaki War.

The first session got straight down to getting the pub-
lic into public history with two fascinating papers on the 
theme of ‘reconciling and repossessing’. The first dis-
cussed oral history, the public record and re-presenting 
New Zealand’s Vietnam War. Ministry for Culture and 
Heritage oral historian Claire Hall shared her experiences 

Susann Liebich (left) and Diana Beaglehole  
enjoying the opening function.
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of ‘unpacking war memories from age-old compartments’ 
through MCH’s Vietnam War oral history project, while 
co-presenter Paul Diamond talked about his own inter-
view project with Maori veterans of this controversial 
conflict.

Barry Rigby and Paul Husbands from the Waitangi 
Tribunal then discussed the Rangitikei-Manawatu Project, 
an experiment in co-operative history launched in 2008. 
They explained how they had worked with local claimant 
communities to help them ‘repossess’ their own history, 
and the lessons they learned from this richly rewarding 
process.

Simon Nathan: Three papers on aspects of natural hazards 
explored the impact of modern technology on the way in-
formation can be gathered and presented to the public. 
Ken Gledhill noted that the Christchurch earthquakes 
were the first big New Zealand disaster in the internet 
era. The demand for information from the GEONET 
website – including information sent out on Twitter and 
Facebook – has exploded, but it is a two-way process, 
with many people contributing data on felt intensities. 
Julian Thomson showed how YouTube can be used to 
show current and historical events, using simple equip-
ment. Eileen McSaveney has been using Papers Past to 

gather data on injuries and deaths from past landslides 
that was often recorded only in regional newspapers. Her 
research has yielded the startling result that there have 
been more deaths from landslides than from any other 
natural hazards.

Ben Schrader: The session entitled ‘empowering story-
telling’ included three papers highlighting some of the 
different ways the public are getting into public history. 
Mark Smith explained a project he has been involved in 
at his alma mater in the Waikato. Students are encour-
aged to explore aspects of the school’s past and innova-
tive ways are used to remember it, including the use of 
‘memory bricks’, used in new school infrastructure, to 
link to past pupils. Stephanie Gibson’s paper, ‘Nothing 
about us is without us: The Mixing Room Project at Te 
Papa’, examined an exhibition about refugee life stories. 
Curated by a group of young refugees, the result is an 
exhibition bypassing all the normal Te Papa processes of 
professional involvement. Hilary Stace’s paper, ‘I don’t 
know why they put me there: Telling stories of institu-
tionalised disabled people’, examined some of the previ-
ously hidden stories of disabled people’s lives in institu-
tional care. The high levels of neglect and abuse suffered 
by a number of Hilary’s informants made the stories har-

rowing, but the telling of them has been an empowering 
experience.

Marguerite Hill: In the session ‘Crowdsourcing: history 
without boundaries?’, Susann Liebich spoke about the 
NZ Reading Experience project at Victoria University 
of Wellington. It is studying the reading habits of New 
Zealanders during the First World War as part of an inter-
national project to understand reading cultures. Susann’s 
fascinating case study was a Dunedin man who kept a 
diary of what he read for most of his life, including the 
reading lists that his daughter suggested to him.

Basil Keane spoke about the Maori versions of the 
New Zealand national anthem. These were written after 
Thomas Bracken completed the English versions and 
were not direct translations. Basil showed how the Maori 
wording has changed over time, with printing mistakes 
and changing understandings and pronunciations adding 
to the evolution of the anthem. The paper concluded with 
a brisk debate on the meaning of the national anthem to-
day and a rousing rendition of it from the audience.

Jock Phillips: The second session on natural hazards was 
entitled ‘seismic struggles’ and included three most im-
pressive papers. Bruce McFadgen provided an histori-
cal overview of major earthquakes and tsunamis in New 

National Librarian Bill Macnaught gives the opening address.
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Zealand since Maori arrival. It was interesting to see the 
cluster of tsunamis in the fifteenth century, but the key 
message was that major seismic events happen regu-
larly in New Zealand. This point was further explored 
by Simon Nathan, who emphasised in the light of the 
Christchurch earthquake how deaf planners and build-
ers had been to earlier warnings. Finally, Rodney Grapes 
used maps and contemporary accounts to examine ex-
actly how much earth movement and liquefaction had 
occurred along the Wellington Harbour fault in the 1855 
earthquake. (Editor’s note: To the best of my knowledge, 
no one changed their mind about participating in the con-
ference dinner down on the waterfront that evening.)

Carmel Black: The tour of Te Papa was, for this Australian, 
an excellent addition to the conference programme. I’m 
not usually a big museum-goer, but Te Papa is impres-
sive. The ‘Slice of Heaven’ exhibition, shown to us by 
Kirstie Ross, lead curator from Te Papa, was an enlight-
ening dip into various aspects of New Zealand’s culture 
and history. While it shouldn’t have been surprising 
given our two countries’ common British heritage, I was 
particularly struck by the familiar items in the nostalgia 
displays and the shared experiences of childhoods past. 
The revelation for this first-time visitor was the level of 
integration of the Maori language in modern Aotearoa/
New Zealand. (Carmel is Senior Historian, Heritage Unit, 
Brisbane City Council.)

Margaret Pointer: The second day began with case stud-
ies by two historians long involved in local history in 
New Zealand. Under the theme of ‘This was their world’, 
Gavin Mclean looked at the example of Oamaru. While 
the town is well known for its limestone neoclassical 

buildings, Gavin focused on the harbour which brought 
the wealth that enabled it to flourish. He dealt with the 
challenges of protecting and interpreting a large historic 
area – and persuading visitors not to drive straight past it 
to the penguin viewing area. 

He was followed by Anthony Dreaver, who has worked 
tirelessly on the history of the Kapiti area. With photos 
and case studies, Anthony showed the many facets of the 
history of this area, and the value of such history to the lo-
cal community. His title, ‘small public, big stories’, under-
scored his belief that local history is in fact the big story 
played out on the local stage.

Redmer Yska: A session entitled ‘Not what it used to be: 
public history vs nostalgia’ began with an insightful talk 
by Neill Atkinson on public engagement with transport 
history, especially railways. He addressed the varieties 
of history in the transport area, speaking up for that pro-
duced by the often lampooned armies of ‘enthusiastic 
amateurs’ in boiler suits. Atkinson argued that locomo-
tives and other working machines exist as tangible, vivid 
and compelling icons of the past, and have an ability to 
transport historians and the public back in time.

Nancy Swarbrick began by playing a video of the Topp 
Twins performing ‘Feels Like Calf Club Day’. Drawing 
on her forthcoming history of pets and pet ownership, 
Swarbrick told how in 1939 one youngster built his calf 
Monica a house, hand-fed her several times a day, oiled 
her feet, washed, brushed and combed her. He wrote, ‘she 
soon learnt to obey me and I love her, and can tell she 
loves me better than anyone.’ The much-coddled Monica 
would go on to win big at Calf Club Day. A lively debate 
followed as to whether children understood the purpose 

President of PHANZA, Imelda Bargas, with Dr Peter Tyler, one 
of the conference speakers.

Listening intently.
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of hand-rearing calves; doubts were raised about Monica’s 
long-term prognosis.

On a more sombre note, Judith Coullie from the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal presented a paper on the 
ethics of nostalgia in post-apartheid South Africa. She 
spoke of efforts to preserve reminders of a past that must 
be remembered so it will not be repeated. But she also 
asked if a collective and agreed view of the past was pos-
sible, and examined the place of life stories, biographies 
and autobiographies of individuals whose view of the 
past does not fit the agreed framework.

While the final session of the morning was under way 
indoors, Michael Kelly led a group on a walk around the 
National War Memorial and its environs. A good turnout 
of delegates was treated to a boundless range of detail 
and insights from this much-storied landscape.

Paul Diamond: A session entitled ‘record achievements’ 
presented three different perspectives on working in the 
archives. Peter Tyler, an independent public historian 
based in Sydney, spoke about the experience of writing 
a commissioned history of the official archives of New 
South Wales. Based at the archives for the project, he was 

able to see ‘how archivists behave in their natural habitat’. 
He talked about the relationship between archivists and 
historians, and the complementary role each plays in rela-
tion to the collections.

Gareth Winter spoke about the Wairarapa Archive, an 
inspiring model based at the Masterton Library. Gareth, 
who has been in charge of the Archive since 1997, ex-
plained how it has developed and discussed its strong 
relationship with the community. He also described the 
online resources that have been developed in association 
with the Archive. (See website details elsewhere in this 
issue.)

Making records available digitally also featured in the 
presentation by Claire Hall and Honiana Love. They out-
lined a digital archiving project run by Te Reo o Taranaki 
Trust which aims to foster the everyday use and long-
term development of Taranaki Maori language dialects 
and cultural traditions. They spoke of their efforts to lo-
cate public records and find ways of making these avail-
able to iwi researchers, historians and whanau using the 
concept of ‘digital repatriation’, whereby a relationship 
is forged between an archival repository and the people 
associated with the material.

A talkfest over lunch.
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Imelda Bargas: The conference closed with a panel 
discussion that reflected on developments since the 
publication of Going Public: The Changing Face of New 
Zealand History in 2001. Editors Bronwyn Dalley and 
Jock Phillips and contributors Bronwyn Labrum and 
Gavin McLean were questioned by Neill Atkinson on 
the original purpose of the book and their thoughts 
looking back. All talked about enormous changes over 
the decade and especially the way in which digital 
methods make the gathering of stories so different 
now. There was lively discussion with conference del-
egates, especially on the relationship between public 
and academic historians. The key message was that 
the time for putting up boundaries around public his-
tory was over. What is important is to work with the 
people who have the stories.

Bronwyn Labrum, Bronwyn Dalley, Gavin McLean and Jock Phillips take part in the panel discussion chaired by Neill Atkinson.

President Imelda Bargas, acting treasurer Paul Diamond and 
secretary Marguerite Hill during the PHANZA EGM.
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Earthquakes and Elections

Neill Atkinson, Chief Historian, Ministry for Culture and Heritage, outlines two 
new websites.  

QuakeStories

A year on from the first Canterbury earthquake of 4 
September 2010, debate is stirring about how Christchurch 
and New Zealand should remember and memorialise 
the quakes, their victims and the city’s lost heritage and 
landmarks. The Ministry for Culture and Heritage (MCH) 
has recently launched one form of ‘living memorial’, the 
QuakeStories website (www.quakestories.govt.nz), which 
is designed to collect and preserve people’s memories and 
other digital material relating to the earthquakes. Online 
newspapers and television news sites did a great job of 
publishing personal stories immediately after the quakes, 
but it isn’t really their role to preserve that material and 
make it available over the longer term. QuakeStories is 
designed to do just that – to keep the stories of the quakes 
alive long after the events of 2010–11 fade from the head-
lines, and to present that information in new and interest-
ing ways.

The QuakeStories site has been developed by MCH 
in partnership with Christchurch web company NV 
Interactive. It is part of the larger CEISMIC (Canterbury 
Earthquakes Images, Stories, Media Integrated 
Collection) project, which is being led by the University 
of Canterbury’s Humanities Computing Unit and also 
involves National Library, Christchurch City Libraries, 
the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority (CERA) 

and NZOnScreen. The long-term aim of the CEISMIC 
Consortium is to build ‘a vibrant federated ecosystem 
of quake-related digital repositories’ – in plain English, 
to make sure that digital material about the Canterbury 
earthquakes is adequately recorded for future genera-
tions, and that future researchers have a broad and reli-
able range of sources to tap into.

CEISMIC’s first visible product, the QuakeStories site, 
was soft-launched in early August 2011. The site’s simple 
design and welcoming tagline – ‘You’ve got a story to tell’ 
– has already attracted more than 100 memories, ranging 
in length from a few hundred words to over 5000. Many 
are dramatic and evocative; some add a touch of black 
humour; others are quite moving. With an average length 
of perhaps a thousand words, the stories taken together 
already add up to more than 100,000 words of first-hand 
testimony about the earthquakes and their aftermath. 
And this is only the first stage of the site, created quickly 
to start capturing memories while they are fresh in peo-
ple’s minds. Soon contributors will be able to upload pho-
tographs and moving images, and the collected memories 
will be sorted and arranged by date, location and topic, 
giving readers new ways to explore material. Although it 
is important to collect memories while they are fresh, the 
focus is not just on the events of 4 September, 22 February, 
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13 June and so on, but on the ongoing story of the quakes. 
Contributors are encouraged to keep telling their stories 
as time goes on – as the region, the city and people’s lives 
are rebuilt – and to return to the site and reflect on how 
their memories and views have evolved over time.

The Ministry became involved in this memory-gathering 
project largely because of its experience in building com-
munity-focused websites such as www.28MaoriBattalion.
org.nz and www.VietnamWar.govt.nz, as well as more 
general web publishing experience through long-estab-
lished sites such as Te Ara and NZHistory. Both the Maori 
Battalion and Vietnam sites rely heavily on public contribu-
tions and their success has depended on gaining the trust 

of key stakeholder communities – in those cases, veterans 
and their families – who have a strong sense of engage-
ment with and ownership of their history. In the case of 
the Canterbury earthquakes, the potential audience is even 
larger, the events are more immediate, and the memories 
are frequently raw and emotional – so it is even more es-
sential that the website is trusted by its users. 

If you have memories of the Canterbury earthquakes 
and their aftermath – whatever your age, whether you’re 
an individual, part of a community, a business or an or-
ganisation, whether you were in Christchurch or involved 
in other ways – QuakeStories is the place to share your 
experiences.

Women’s Suffrage

Did one of your ancestors sign the historic 1893 petition 
calling for the right for women to vote? If so, you can now 
search for their name in an online database and make 
comments and contribute information about their lives.

Women’s suffrage is rightly celebrated as one of the 
great ‘firsts’ in New Zealand history. When the governor 
signed a new Electoral Act into law on 19 September 1893, 
New Zealand became the first self-governing country in 
the world to grant all women the right to vote in parlia-
mentary elections.

One of the great achievements of the suffrage campaign 
was the petition signed by ‘Mary J. Carpenter and 25,519 
others’ – about one in five New Zealand women at the 
time. Presented to Parliament in August 1893, this huge 
roll of names is now preserved at Archives New Zealand, 

alongside the Treaty of Waitangi. The international sig-
nificance of both documents has been recognised by their 
inclusion on the UNESCO Memory of the World register 
of documentary heritage. 

Now, Manatū Taonga, the Ministry for Culture and 
Heritage, has made the names and addresses of the wom-
en who signed the petition available as a searchable da-
tabase on its NZHistory website. Readers can search by 
name or location, arrange the database according to town, 
city or region, and add their own comments or email in-
formation to the NZHistory team. 

To search the petition, and read more about women’s 
suffrage, visit http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/politics/
womens-suffrage
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Heritage

Michael Kelly examines the impact of government cuts on the Department of 
Conservation, and pens a postscript to Christchurch’s earthquakes. 

The squeeze on DOC

Recessions have an unwelcome impact on many parts of 
our lives, and the drop in government revenue has led 
to some hard decisions on where to spend the tax dollar. 
Anyone paying attention will have noticed that 2000 civil 
servants have been made redundant over the past two 
years and there will be many more to come. Cuts gener-
ally have little impact if they do not include reducing staff 
numbers, because these take up the lion’s share of most 
departmental budgets. 

One of the departments most dramatically affected 
thus far is the Department of Conservation (DOC), the 
fate of which is being seen as something of a curtain-rais-
er to the hacking and slashing to come. In 2009, it had $54 

million removed from its annual budget of approximately 
$290 million, to be implemented over four years. In June 
2011 it announced the removal of 100 positions from its 
head office and regional offices. This was confirmed in 
September. Next year more operational staff will go from 
field centres. 

This constant demand to reduce costs is weighing 
heavily on DOC. Many will recall that this is just how the 
National government treated the department in the 1990s, 
when it sought 5% reductions in the department’s budget 
year after year. An increasingly underfunded organisa-
tion found new and inventive ways to keep things going, 
which ultimately led to the Cave Creek tragedy in 1995. 

The Hapuawhenua Viaduct, built for the main trunk line in 1907-08 and a significant engineering achievement, was bypassed 
by a new viaduct in 1987.  The bridge is now managed by DOC, which is undertaking its restoration with the Tongariro Natural 
History Society.  The bridge is an attraction on the Ohakune Coach Road Heritage Trail.  Photograph Michael Kelly.
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Cave Creek will not happen again, primarily because 
DOC manages the building and maintenance of its rec-
reational facilities with diligence. But the reality is that 
DOC is finding it increasingly hard to do even its core 
business. While this has an impact on many aspects of 
its work that the public takes for granted, such as species 
recovery, enhancing biodiversity, facilities management, 
etc., let’s concentrate on tourism and the role of heritage 
in that sector.

The Minister of Tourism is the Prime Minister, John 
Key. According to his Ministry, tourism contributes $18.6 
billion to the New Zealand economy each year, 9% of the 
country’s gross domestic product. The Ministry even as-
serts that one in every ten New Zealanders works in the 
tourism industry, although that seems an implausibly 
high number. 

Almost every tourist who comes to New Zealand visits 
a national park or forest park or reserve of some kind. 
Our scenery and wilderness areas are what this country 
is famous for, and many such places are accessible from 
major highways. They are, in the main, managed by DOC. 
Although tourism’s contribution to the country’s econo-
my is fading somewhat after a difficult eighteen months, 
the Rugby World Cup is upon us and to hit DOC with 
budget cuts at such a time is, at best, blinkered and proba-
bly poor economics. This is the organisation that provides 
tourists with some of their best visitor experiences, and 
they in turn assist our economy to the tune of billions of 
dollars. It also suggests a half-hearted commitment to the 
environment, an attitude that never resonates well with 
overseas tourists. Cuts make it much harder for DOC to 
present its special places in the best possible state and in-
stead lead to compromises in the maintenance of facilities 
such as tracks, huts, shelters and signs. 

As for heritage – often an afterthought in DOC priori-
ties – it will get cut like everything else. However, it is 

worth emphasising what an important role it has to play 
in DOC’s work. The heritage places left from extractive 
industries, such as mining, forestry and whaling, tend 
to be located in places of high scenic, if not ecological, 
value. They add immeasurably to the visitor experience, 
providing a focus to forays into wilderness areas. Many 
of DOC’s best-known heritage sites are located near road-
ends and are often a destination in their own right. DOC 
manages some of the country’s most important heritage 
sites but has never been funded to do the job properly. 
That is clearly not going to change any time soon. 

The mix of historic and natural heritage manged by 
DOC is something to be celebrated and fostered. But to 
do so requires staff and resources, which are diminishing 
by the day. Put against health and education, it is easy to 
see how DOC’s activities might fall into the ‘nice to have’ 
category. But they are much more than that. 

RIP Christchurch’s Heritage

Although this column suggested (in the previous 
Phanzine), that the 22 February earthquake would lead to 
the demolition of most of Christchurch’s heritage build-
ings, the sheer scale of destruction is extraordinary. There 
is clearly no will to spend money on any but the most 
significant heritage buildings, and there appears to be no 
real restraint on the actions of the Canterbury Earthquake 
Recovery Authority (CERA).

What is needed is patience, but that seems to be in 
short supply. CERA’s minister, Gerry Brownlee, wants 
the people of Canterbury to look forward, not back, and 
CERA is taking its lead from him. Very soon, almost all 
the buildings and streetscapes that defined the city will 
be gone and any chance to save the old city will have van-
ished. Christchurch will be unrecognisable. 

Waihohonu Hut (1904), on the western side of Tongariro 
National Park, was built as an overnight stop for tourists travel-
ling by coach through the centre of the North Island.  Although 

not used by trampers today, it is still a much visited place.  
Photograph D. Yee.
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History Books for Christmas
PHANZA members are invited to contribute to the 

next issue of  Phanzine.

Which book have you read this year that you would recommend as a gift to another 
historian? Or is there a book that you would like to find under the tree with your name 

on it?
Phanzine readers are invited to send contributions to mrpointer@xtra.co.nz with 

Books for Xmas in the subject line. Give us your recommendations and we will 
combine them into a wish list for history lovers. 

You can recommend up to five titles. We hope many of you will 
participate so we can compile a great reading/gift list.

The Auckland Star Clippings Collection 
(1948–1996)

David Verran describes a valuable collection held at the Central Auckland 
Research Centre, Auckland Libraries.

The Auckland Star was the main Auckland evening newspaper from 1870 to 1991. According to a report from the 1950s 
held in Auckland Libraries’ New Zealand Card Index, the Star’s library or ‘morgue’ of indexed newspaper clippings 
at that stage dated back to 1928. That library was created for in-house use by journalists and editors. In the 1960s, New 
Zealand Newspapers Ltd had the foresight to have their clippings from November 1948 onwards microfilmed and mi-
crofiched. Most of those clippings are from the Auckland Star, but there are some from other New Zealand newspapers. It 
appears that the earlier Star clippings weren’t kept.

Also in the 1960s, New Zealand Newspapers assisted Auckland Public Library to microfilm and make available to 
the public at the Central Library all the library’s holdings of the Auckland Star.  These microfilms are in the process of 
being digitised for online access via Papers Past. Issues up to 1903 are currently available online; coverage will eventu-
ally extend to 1945.

This clippings collection will therefore complement the material accessible via Papers Past and the online New 
Zealand Card Index, which mainly covers the period 1950s–1996 and is focused on people, places and organisations. 

The clippings are in two formats: microform (microfilm and microfiche) and hard copy. The microforms cover the pe-
riod from c. November 1948 to c. 1988, and the hard copies from c. 1988 to 1996. The publisher has digitised more recent 
material, to which we won’t have access. The hard-copy clippings are filed in envelopes and are not easy to use – there 
is, for example, no obvious numbering system.

The content of the microfiche and the microfilms overlap to some extent, but they are by no means mirror images. 
Nor have uniform subject headings been used across the formats. The headings are a mixture of thematic and organi-
sational names, such as companies, political parties and societies.

At present we are able to provide access to the microform material, but not to the hard copies. Please contact me for 
advice: david.verran@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz, telephone (09) 375 3383.
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News from the North

David Verran reports.

The Auckland Council Heritage Festival is under way 
throughout the region between 17 September and 2 Oc-
tober 2011. Previously Auckland and North Shore were 
the only parts of greater Auckland that ran a signifi-
cant celebration of history and heritage, but now this 
Festival covers the whole Auckland Council area. The 
Festival features over 200 events and includes displays, 
workshops, performances, films, exhibitions, walking 
tours of historic sites, talks and seminars. Many local 
history groups, libraries, museums and other groups 
are involved. See www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/her-
itagefestival

The digitisation of the Auckland Star and its avail-
ability on Papers Past to 1903 inclusive has been uni-
versally welcomed. In fact it is the top hit for searches 
on that website. The Auckland Star was digitised as a 
partnership between National Library and Auckland 
Library, and I am on the team helping to make it avail-
able. Watch this space.

There are now four Research Centres within Auck-
land Libraries. North Auckland is based in Takapuna 
and prioritises the North Shore, Orewa and Whanga-
paraoa areas. West Auckland is based in Henderson 
and prioritises the area around the Waitakere Ranges 
and up to Helensville. Central Auckland is in the Cen-
tral Library in downtown Auckland and prioritises the 
isthmus and the Hauraki Gulf, including Waiheke Is-
land. South Auckland is based at Manukau Central and 
prioritises South Auckland from Otahuhu to Pukekohe 
and Waiuku.

Some northern North Island PHANZA members 
are getting ready to attend the New Zealand Histori-
cal Association’s biennial conference, ‘Past Tensions: 
Reflections on Making History’, at Waikato University 
in Hamilton between 16 and 18 November. Some may 
be presenting papers.
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Wairarapa Archive and Picture Wairarapa

PHANZA members may be 
interested in the Wairarapa 
Archive (http://www.
l i b r a r y . m s t n . g o v t . n z /
index.html), an inspiring 
model based at Masterton 
Library. Gareth Winter, 
who has been in charge 
of the Archive since 1997, 
explained at the conference 
how the project had 
developed, and its strong 
relationship with the 
community. He also talked 

about online resources developed in association with the Archive, including Picture Wairarapa (http://bones.mstn.govt.
nz/picture_wairarapa/index.html), an online searchable database of digital images, and the Wairarapa Archive Kete 
(http://ketemasterton.peoplesnetworknz.info/wairarapa_archive). The latter was set up as part of Kete Masterton (http://
ketemasterton.peoplesnetworknz.info/), the website created to capture and preserve the memories, stories and activities of the 
people of Masterton. For a discussion of the Kete project, see the article by Marguerite Hill in Phanzine, vol. 16, no. 2, August 2010.


