Election of officers and committee

PHANZA members are invited to vote for office holders and committee members. You
can vote in person at the AGM, or if you wish to vote remotely, you can email your votes
for or against any of the candidates listed below to phanza.ea@gmail.com.

There are nine positions on the committee that can be filled at the AGM. Up to three
additional committee members can be co-opted after the AGM.

Election of officers

President: Amanda McVitty (hominated by Matthew Woodbury, seconded by Alison
Breese)

Amanda McVitty is the director of Arque Research Ltd., a historical research and
consulting business. She holds a doctorate in medieval European history and taught at
Massey University for a decade before moving into doing more New Zealand history. Her
recent work includes research for Waitangi Tribunal and High Court proceedings,
historical documents for local councils, and developing historical content for a New
Zealand-owned international tourism operator.

She has been on the PHANZA committee since 2024 and has also served on bodies
including the Australia New Zealand Association for Medieval and Early Modern Studies
(ANZAMEMS), and the editorial collective of the journal Gender and History.

Secretary: Liz Ward (nominated by Liz Ward, seconded by Matthew Woodbury)

Liz Ward is the current PHANZA secretary. She manages the Heritage team at the
Marlborough District Council.

Treasurer: Alison Breese (nominated by Alison Breese, seconded by Amanda McVitty)
Alison is a Heritage Assessment Advisor for Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga

and historian for the company Museograph. She has been on the PHANZA

committee since 2024 and Treasurer for the last year.

Election of the committee

Janine Irvine (nominated by Janine Irvine, seconded by Fiona McKergow)

Janine Irvine is an independent oral historian and life writer who has worked on

on commissioned oral histories and book publications (personal, family and community
histories) for many years. Janines recently joined the Phanzine subcommittee and the

PHANZA committee and looks forward continuing to help with PHANZA publications.

Fiona McKergow (nominated by Michael Kelly, seconded by Paul Husbands)

In-Confidence


mailto:phanza.ea@gmail.com

Fiona McKergow is an independent historian from Manawatd. She has been a PHANZA
committee member since 2020 and is co-editor of the New Zealand Journal of Public
History and Phanzine.

Barbara Rouse (hominated by Barbara Rouse, seconded by Amanda McVitty)

My background is in history, heritage advocacy, policy consulting in heritage, archives,
local government and the environment. | have experience in both making policy and
regulations and submitting to and appearing before select committees, and | liaise with
other local organisations such as Historic Places Wellington.

Kathleen Stringer (nominated by Kathleen Stringer, seconded by Matthew Woodbury)

I am currently working towards my doctorate at Canterbury University. | am a qualified
archivist having worked in museums and heritage institution for many years. As
secretary of ARANZ | believe | am a useful member of PHANZA as | can act as a link
between both groups, allowing both groups to work together to promote our common
goals and interests.
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