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PHANZA represents the interests of professional historians in Aotearoa New Zealand. Over
200 members occupy roles across the public and private sectors and as independent historians.
Many are, or have been, educators with experience sharing history with students in classrooms,
cultural institutions, and at historic sites.

The PHANZA committee has reviewed the history strand of the 2027 Social Sciences Learning
Area and are deeply concerned that it fails to set students up for success as independent thinkers
and as future professional historians (in the broadest sense).

e Prioritising content at the expense of methodology — learning how to interpret the
past and assess the relative merits of competing historical narratives is the foundation of
historical thinking. The proposal risks overwhelming students with content across
disconnected themes and may lead to disengagement, as well as a missed opportunity to
help students develop the skills to think critically and ask robust questions of evidence.

e The selection and sequencing of global history topics — while we support the
integration of global history into the curriculum, the proposed content is heavily weighted
toward histories of Western Europe and European expansion. This focus overlooks other
world regions, with scant reference to South America and sub-Saharan Africa beyond their
appearance in imperial networks and omits other histories of connection and integration.

e Missed opportunities to connect global history to New Zealand history — the
proposal does not sufficiently connect global history to New Zealand history in ways that
would help students better understand New Zealand’s changing place in the wider world.

e Absence of a local history focus — removing the local history emphasis developed in the
2023 curriculum limits opportunities for students to locate themselves, their families, and
their communities within broader historical themes. It also reduces opportunities for
students to build practical skills by conducting their own local history research.

PHANZA welcomes curricular change that provides opportunities for students to experience the
excitement of the past and inspires a pursuit of history at the tertiary level and professionally. We
are, however, unconvinced that the proposed history strand provides students with the skills and
knowledge required for civic participation, critical thinking, or as a foundation for further study.

PHANZA urges the government to consider the concerns we have expressed, as well as those
voiced by the New Zealand Historical Association, the New Zealand History Teachers’
Association, and other professional bodies, and to reconsider aspects of the curriculum’s
design, methodology, and content in consultation with disciplinary experts.

Nga mihi nui,

Matthew Woodbury
President, PHANZA



