PHANZA

Professional Historians' Association
of New Zealand/Acotearoa

Annual General Meeting 2025
Agenda

Date: 25 September 2025

Time: 5:30 pm

Location: Rutherford House, Room RH102, Te Herenga Waka, Victoria University of Wellington
33 Bunny Street, Pipitea, Wellington 6011 or Zoom https://vuw.zoom.us/j/92220350800

1.  Apologies
2.  Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting (7 November 2024)
3.  Matters arising from the minutes

4.  Reports
4.1.  President’s Report (Rebecca Lenihan and Matthew Woodbury)
4.2, Treasurer’s Report (Elizabeth Bowyer)
42.1.  2025-26 Budget
4.3.  Secretary’s Report (Ruth Greenaway)

5. PHANZA Constitution and re-registration under the Incorporated Societies Act 2022
Attachment One: Draft PHANZA constitution

Attachment Two: Table showing changes between current and proposed constitutions

Resolution to adopt a new constitution
Whereas the at the 2024 AGM members approved undertaking the necessary steps required to re-
register as an incorporated society under the Incorporated Societies Act 2022;

Whereas compliance with said act requires amending PHANZA’s current constitution;

Be it resolved that PHANZA adopt the attached draft constitution.


https://vuw.zoom.us/j/92220350800
http://phanza.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/PHANZA-Constitution-DRAFT-2025-09_for-AGM.pdf
http://phanza.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Constitution-changes-log-2025-07_for-AGM.pdf

Collaboration with the NHZA

PHANZA has been approached by the New Zealand Historical Association (NZHA) who are also
thinking deeply about the ongoing crisis in the historical profession and how to best support their
membership. There is interest in how our two organisations might work together to better realise a
shared sense of purpose. The PHANZA committee has considered the merits of the case and would

like to seek guidance from the membership.

When the NZHA was established it was imagined as representing all academic historians, whatever
their field, who were based in New Zealand universities. Over the decades, NZHA grew to mainly serve
historians studying New Zealand. However, the numbers of those historians and postgraduate students
has drastically reduced. Concurrently, NZHA executives, councils and the members (including many
PHANZA members) have witnessed the interconnected crises in our sector. At this juncture, the
NZHA executive believes that a change in organisational structure is necessary in order to best advocate

for and support the ecosystem of history-making and disseminating in Aotearoa.
If the motion is successful, to help guide PHANZA’s 2025-2026 committee, please fill out this survey.

Resolution to explore collaboration with the New Zealand Historical Association
Whereas PHANZA and NZHA share a commitment to enhancing historical understanding in New
Zealand,

Whereas changes in where and how history is practised has brought the missions of the two societies

closer together;

Be it resolved that the 2025-2026 PHANZA committee explore options for closer collaboration
between PHANZA and the NZHA.

General Business

Election of Officers
8.1. President
8.2. Treasurer

8.3. Secretary
Election of the PHANZA Committee

Close of AGM



