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E nga rangatira o nga ohu pai o te ao nei, téna koutou

Closure of Wellington Reading Room

Thank you for your letter of 3 April regarding the closure of the Wellington Reading Room at
Te Rua Mahara o te Kawanatanga Archives New Zealand (Te Rua Mahara) for the period 1
July to 31 August 2025.

As provided at a brief catchup we had regarding functional design, moving such a large
number of documents from the Mulgrave Street repository to the new archival building is a
massive logistical task that will take many months to complete. These records of
government are high-value, can contain sensitive information and need to be packed,
recorded and transported carefully.

The end result of the relocation will be improved access to our holdings as a result of the
closer collaboration between Te Rua Mahara and the Te Puna Matauranga the National
Library of New Zealand.

In order to begin relocating holdings to their new home, it is necessary to close our reading
room service in Te Whanganui-a-Tara Wellington from Monday 30 June. The first group of
high-use holdings will be moved during this period and the new reading room location and
processes will be established. We will then reopen our reading room service in its new
location within the Heritage Campus from 1 September 2025, and the relocation from
Mulgrave Street will continue.

Reading rooms located in Tamaki Auckland, Otautahi Christchurch and Otepoti Dunedin are
not impacted and will remain open.
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We have almost 2 million images of significance to Aotearoa New Zealand digitised and
available online for the public to access through the Government Digital Archive. These can
be accessed through our Collections search which is available at
https://collections.archives.govt.nz/.

As you have noted, we will have processes in place to manage critical requests for access to
holdings during this period. In order to provide users with the maximum amount of notice of
the closure, Te Rua Mahara announced the decision to close our Wellington reading room
as soon as we could, and we are still developing plans for the transition, including a process
for critical requests and how best to continue providing access via the reading room prior to
the closure. We will provide you with an update on this as soon as possible.

We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you and your members for your patience
during this time. We will continue to regularly update our customers regarding any impact
on services. This information will be available on our website and via social media.

Naku iti noa, na
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Anahera Morehu
Poumanaaki Chief Archivist
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