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3 April 2025 
 
Anahera Morehu ​
Poumanaaki Chief Archivist  ​
Te Rua Mahara o te Kāwanatanga Archives New Zealand ​
 
By email to: Anahera.Morehu@dia.govt.nz   
 
Dear Anahera,  
 
Thank you for your notice of 19 March advising of the planned closure in July and August of the Archives 
New Zealand Wellington reading room. We have informed our members and encouraged them to plan ahead 
for the two-month loss of access. Given many of our members rely on accessing Archives NZ records for their 
work, the length of the closure has caused a degree of concern about being able to access records.  

We appreciate that the letter from your office acknowledges the disruption and that Archives NZ will look to, 
where possible,  minimise the negative effects. Our membership has advised that a period of extended hours at 
the Wellington reading room - as additional hours during the work week, offering a late-closure each week, or 
opening in some form on Saturday - would allow researchers additional capacity to access required files ahead 
of the closure. Is Archives NZ able to provide any of those options in May and June?  

The notice also advised that during the transition a critical exceptions process would be in place. To assist our 
membership in prioritizing their research in the weeks before the July closure, are you able to elaborate further 
about what criteria will be used for critical exceptions? When the Alexander Turnbull Library had to close for 
a period a few years ago they allowed the public to advise them of records they would need access to during 
that period and made those accessible. Will a similar option be possible during this transition? If it is not an 
option that could be extended to the public generally, we would like to request that it be open to PHANZA, 
NZHA and ARANZ members and are willing to liaise on behalf of our members if required.  

We are eager to work with you and your staff to make the transition as smooth as possible. Like other 
stakeholders, our three associations are excited for the opening of the new heritage campus and the support 
these state-of-the-art facilities will provide for historical research and inquiry. 

Nā mātou noa, nā, 

Rebecca Lenihan and Matthew Woodbury​ Miranda Johnson​ Richard Foy 
PHANZA Co-presidents​ NZHA President​ ARANZ President 
phanzapresident@gmail.com​ nzhapresident@gmail.com​ president@aranz.org.nz  
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