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Professional Historians’ Association of New Zealand/Aotearoa (PHANZA)
Annual General Meeting 2023

Date: Thursday 21 September 2023

Time: 5.30pm

Location: George Room in the Thistle Inn, Mulgrave Street, Thorndon, Wellington
Meeting opened at 5.30pm by the President.

Michael Kelly welcomed everyone in the room and online and thanked everyone for coming
to the AGM.

Present:

Danielle Campbell, Sandra Gorter, Michael Kelly (chair), Fiona McKergow, Monica Webb,
Libby Bowyer (minutes), Julia Bradshaw, Reuben Daubé, Rebecca Lenihan, Ewan Morris
(second chair), Margaret Tennant, Karen Astwood, Imelda Bargas, Amanda Mulligan,
Kathleen Stringer, Eileen Barrett-Whitehead, Fiona Brooker, Janine Irvine, Malcom
McKinnon, Melissa Cross, Hilary Stace, Mathew Woodbury.

1. Apologies

Marguerite Hill, Ann McEwan, Philippa Werry, Anne Else and Ben Schrader.

2. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting

Passed. Imelda/Karen.

3. Matters arising from the previous minutes

Ewan raised the constitution change discussed at the 2022 AGM, it was agreed this would
be discussed under item 7.



4, Reports

4.1 President’s Report (Michael Kelly)

Michael Kelly spoke to his report and expressed his thanks to Libby for her work as
administrator, Sandra for her tenure as treasurer, Monica for her work as secretary and
Fiona, Reuben and Julia for their work on Phanzine. Michael noted the success of both
Phanzine and NZJPH. Michael thanked Jamie for hosting the committee meetings on zoom
and pointed out the benefits of having the meetings online. He also thanked Danielle for her
work on social media and Chris Bourke for being PHANZA's voice on the National Library
advisory group. PHANZA will continue to engage with Archives New Zealand about their new
system. Michael also noted the concerning state of New Zealand’s universities.

PHANZA is currently thriving with a record number of members. During Michael’s time as
President, PHANZA has launched a new website and new branding, introduced the
administrator position, established accounts on social media, taken over NZJPH, moved
Phanzine online, switched to the Xero accounting system and held one conference.

4.2 Treasurer’s Report (Sandra Gorter)

Sandra spoke to her report. She emphasised the healthy state of PHANZA’s accounts. She
reported that PHANZA has a new reviewer and has moved to the Xero accounting system.
Some of the Treasurer’s tasks have been taken over by Libby. Sandra noted the rise in
contestable fund applications and encouraged members to apply.

Karen asked if Phanzine still needed a place in the budget now it was online. Margaret
suggested that the time may come when PHANZA will need to pay someone as editor. It was
agreed that costs may arise and it was best to leave it in the budget.

Karen asked if the website domain and website maintenance were reflected in the budget.
Sandra will amend the budget to include these costs. Fiona asked if postage and stationery
were still needed on the budget. Sandra confirmed that PHANZA needs to maintain a post
box for IRD purposes.

Finance documents were passed subject to the changes discussed. Imelda/Malcom.
4.3 Secretary’s Report (Monica Webb)

Monica reported that PHANZA was in a strong position going into 2024. She noted the
growth in new members. She encouraged members to keep their profiles up to date, as
history is growing as part of a public discussion and PHANZA regularly gets enquiries from
the public needing to connect with historians. Monica hoped PHANZA’s social media
presence would continue to grow. PHANZA is watching the implementation of the
Incorporated Societies Act 2022 and will communicate with members as changes arise.



All reports were passed. Imelda/Julia.

5. Election of Officers
5.1 President
Ewan Morris was nominated by Michael Kelly and seconded by Fiona McKergow.
Rebecca Lenihan was nominated by Fiona McKergow and seconded by Michael Kelly.
The motion to elect Ewan Morris and Rebecca Lenihan to the office of President was
passed by acclamation.
Ewan takes his seat as chair of the meeting.
5.2 Treasurer
The Chair/President read out the nominations for the office of Treasurer.
Reuben Daubé was nominated by Sandra Gorter and seconded by Monica Webb. The
motion to elect Reuben Daubé to the office of Treasurer was passed by acclamation.
5.3 Secretary
The Chair/President read out the nominations for the office of Secretary.
Monica Webb was nominated by Reuben Daubé and seconded by Sandra Gorter. The
motion to elect Monica Webb to the office of Secretary was passed by acclamation.

6. Election of the PHANZA Committee

The Chair/President noted that there were candidates for six positions leaving room for one
more person that could be nominated during the year.

The Chair/President read out the nominations for members of the committee and proposed
their nomination as a group:

Fiona McKergow (nominated by Margaret Tennant, seconded by Jamie Jacobs)
Julia Bradshaw (nominated by Fiona McKergow, seconded by Danielle Campbell)
Jamie Jacobs (nominated by Ben Schrader, seconded by Michael Kelly)

Sandra Gorter (nominated by Monica Webb, seconded by Julia Bradshaw)

Dan Bartlett (nominated by Fiona McKergow, seconded by Reuben Daubé)

The motions to elect the following committee members were passed by general

acclamation.

7. Inclusion of Disputes Resolution Clause in PHANZA Constitution



Ewan reported that the new Incorporated Societies Act 2022 would require the incoming
committee to keep watch over PHANZA’s obligations under the new Act. At the 2022 AGM,
it was discussed if the word “auditor” needed to be changed to “reviewer”. Changes may
also be necessary concerning the paid administrator position and the co-presidency.

Under the new Act, all incorporated societies are required to have a dispute resolution
clause. It was proposed that PHANZA adopt the wording suggested by the Incorporated
Societies Act 2022.

The committee will find an appropriate place in the constitution for the new clause. Imelda
asked what kind of disputes the clause would cover. Ewan suggested that the wording lent
itself to a broad range of scenarios including any issues that may arise between members
and the society and vice versa, or the mishandling of funds.

The dispute resolution clause was passed by acclamation.

8. General Business

Hilary asked about the impact of the Ministry of Culture and Heritage restructure. Amanda
and others confirmed that details were not yet known but it was set to impact the entire

Ministry.

Fiona Brooker asked if there should be a note that there was no change to subscription fees
this year. It was agreed this was not necessary.

Hilary asked if there was any weight to the rumour that the Alexander Turnbull Library was
only collecting a small amount of material due to space and staffing issues. Malcolm
suggested that PHANZA open a line of communication with either the Friends of the
Turnbull or Kotui.

9. Life memberships - Margaret Tennant and Ben Schrader

Rebecca spoke to Margaret’s citation and proposed Margaret Tennant for life membership
of PHANZA on behalf of committee which was passed by acclamation.

Ewan spoke to Ben Schrader’s citation and proposed Ben for life membership of PHANZA on
behalf of committee which was passed by acclamation.

PHANZA members and the committee all expressed their thanks to Michael for his time as
president.

The meeting ended at 6.22pm.



