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Summary 

The busy 2024 PHANZA year can be described as a year of connections and growth. Under the co-
presidency of Ewan Morris and Rebecca Lenihan PHANZA has opened the door to new 
relationships with a wide range of history bodies including Professional Historians Australia who 
are keen to reciprocate. In response to members’ desire for PHANZA to engage in greater advocacy 
in light of the changes occurring in the history sector, members of the committee, in partnership 
with PHANZA members, has engaged with Archives New Zealand to address the issues around 
the search engine, with universities to argue for retaining history studies and to closely monitor 
government impact on historical matters with an eye to respond to changes where necessary.  

There has been an encouraging increase in membership response to committee calls for 
engagement in networking as well as an encouraging increase in membership applications. 7 new 
members have joined since the last AGM.  

 

NZJPH AND Phanzine 

NZJPH has grown to enable more NZ historians to see their work published. Phanzine continues 
to provide a platform for news about our association as well as work done by our members. 
Phanzine is now being exchanged with Historia, the publication for PHA Australia. An honorary 
editorial team shares the copy editing load.  

NZJPH has published three articles this year, all by post graduate students. Jamie Ashworth, “‘To 
tame what may be wild’: Forestry, conservation and informational dispersal in Wellington 
Province”, Elizabeth Bowyer, “Still ‘A Dog With a Bad Name’: The Picturesque Atlas of 
Australasia and literary legal history” and Jane Donald, “Local Body Politics: Timaru Borough 
Council and Caroline Bay”. NZJPH is also now publishing book reviews, with at least three 
reviews set to be published in the 2024 issue.  
 

Social Media 



Social media continues to provide important platforms to engage with members and the public. 
The Instagram account, in particular, is seeing good engagement but it has also been worthwhile to 
keep other platforms running as different platforms generate different areas of engagement.  A 
private Facebook group for PHANZA members has been established to facilitate communication 
and connection among members.  
 

X  

PHANZA posts - 157 (+82 from 2023-24) 

X impressions - 48,610 (+26,610) 

X followers – 501 (+23) 

Facebook 

PHANZA posts – 139 (+47) 

Facebook page likes – 257 (+18) 

Facebook page followers – 294 (+16) 

Instagram  

PHANZA posts 19 (- 2)  

Instagram followers 417 (+67)  

 

Going forward 

Building on the momentum from this year, you can expect further engagement by your committee 
with a variety of NZ history organisations to help grow the presence of history in the public sector 
and in education. The committee welcomes input from all members and encourages members to 
keep their PHANZA website profile up to date as the committee is encouraging numerous 
organizations to advertise positions through PHANZA.  

PHANZA continues to look for opportunities to engage with new historians, including publishing 
their biographies in Phanzine and contributing to a proposed post-graduate afternoon at Te 
Herenga Waka - Victoria University of Wellington.  

The committee is also in early discussions on adding value to membership through professional 
development opportunities.  The inaugural lecture at this year’s AGM by Elizabeth Bowyer is one 
example.  Watch this space for new opportunities.  

As PHANZA marks its 30th birthday this year, the continuing need for a professional body to 
advocate for New Zealand’s professional historians and the future of history has never been more 
evident.  The Association is in good health as it moves forward as evidenced by the number of 



members who came forward to join the committee and the increasing level of member engagement 
in all areas.  We encourage members to continue to support their professional association and add 
their voices to the work that is so important for the future of our vocation. 

 

Monica Webb 16 October 2024.  


