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Editorial

Communication
The National Library and Archives New Zealand
are places of the greatest importance to our nation’s
cultural life. They are the repositories that historians often turn to first and writing history in New
Zealand would be nigh impossible without access to
them. In fact, without them, many of our members
would not be able to make a living. So, when these
two institutions had to shut following the Kaikoura
Earthquake, the livelihoods of some of our members
were immediately put at peril. For many more, it was
a major inconvenience.
Natural disasters are difficult to plan for and respond to. The two buildings affected were not alone
in having to shut but it certainly seem to take both
institutions by surprise. It took some time for both
to reopen, Archives New Zealand in particular, and
full access to the National Library’s collections only
resumed in March. Access to Archives New Zealand’s
repositories is still restricted by ‘shelving repairs’, as
per a message dated 16 February this year. It is slowly
getting better though.
In the wake of the earthquake and the closure of
the buildings, the uncertainty that followed, while
understandable initially, grew harder to justify. It
wasn’t that the closures themselves were not reasonable, it was the lack of information and the production of any sort of timetable that raised anxieties.
The information posted on websites grew stale and
both institutions appeared unaware of the hardships
the closures were causing.
It would have been helpful to everyone if both
institutions had updated the messages on their

websites regularly (even daily) and provided more
detail on what was preventing their reopening or the
resumption of full services. The public appreciates
being fed meaningful information – even if it’s bad
news – as this can at least have the benefit of mollifying some of the frustration. Both institutions could
have considered temporarily opening up a dedicated
line for the public to seek further information.
There seems little doubt that things will be done
differently next time. Disasters are unwelcome
events but they do have the salutary effect of concentrating minds. We look forward to seeing better
public communication next time.
— Michael Kelly, PHANZA President

Members’ successes
PHANZA members will share in congratulating Ben
Schrader for the shortlisting of The Big Smoke: New
Zealand Cities 1840–1920 (Bridget Williams Books) in
the general non-fiction section of the Ockham book
awards.
Catherine Knight’s Ravaged Beauty: An environmental
history of the Manawatu (Dunmore Press), was recently
awarded the J M Sherrard award for excellence in
regional and local history. It had previously won the
Manawatū Heritage Trust 2015 prize for the best book
on Manawatū history.
Fantastic news that publications by these two
PHANZA members have gained such national
recognition.
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Keeping on keeping on
New member Jewell Dell
shares practical and positive
tips on researching with a
visual impairment.
The print in Papers Past seemed
to be more indistinct. I blamed
smeary specs. Then the sidewalk
had more bumps harder to avoid.
I thought it was time the council
boys did a better job, but the tooting of that horn was what really
made me sit up and take notice.
Nobody needs annoyances like
that in heavy traffic. Obviously it
was time for a check up with the
optometrist.
As Old Father Time flies by, our
bodies, with all the complexity
of bits inside and out, decide it’s
time for a change, and so unseen
and unheeded insidious changes
occur also in those most precious
parts to a historian, our eyes. The
long armed syndrome appears
as eyeballs diversify their shape
making close vision impenetrable
but texts easier to read at an arm’s
length. Now, when faced in 2013
with another sort of milestone,
I did what had become second
nature to a PHANZA devotee. I
found ways to study and research
the many different sites which
deal in vision impairment and
most importantly, noted down my
own eye reactions to better gauge
how to deal with such change.
Going blind overnight is a major
hurdle. I’ve lost count of those
who’ve remarked sympathetically
they’d rather lose fingers than
their sight.
Having seen, after having unwittingly practised the theme of
Pandora Poikilos’ “Excuse me, my
Brains have Stepped Out” I now
realise that when we stop doing
things for ourselves and expect
others to dance around us we
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do not achieve much more than
making ourselves weaker.
Although designated as legally
blind there are now few tasks,
other than driving a car on the
road, for which I will not try to
find an answer. Having taught
myself to write in the dark, to feel
for the button locations on my
phone, and found by trial and
error the best head position to
achieve the clearest vision (yes,
I have retrieved some sight in
one eye) then wearing my most
efficient attitude so over tiredness doesn’t overcome, I began to
discover answers.
Since a sizeable area of your
brain is devoted to sight balance
is inevitably affected. Get over
tired and you may start, as I do,
to stumble. The hardest fact to
swallow is that there are few easy
paths, other than medical intervention, back to what sight was,
but there are ways, depending on
the condition from which you are
or may suffer, for preserving what
sight remains. The human body is
a marvellous composition.
Just behind the pupil of your
eye sits the eye’s natural lens
whose function is to focus on
what you are looking at. Take a
moment to glance around and
think about how many different distances at which you are
focusing. Every time, without
your actual awareness, the lens in
your eye instantly changes focus.
Compare that with a camera lens
which takes a few seconds to
focus first on one distance and
then another. If the lens in your
eye wasn’t so efficient, things
would continually be going in
and out of focus. What’s more
human physiology has an ability
no computer or camera has yet.
Given half a chance it can repair
or adapt some parts.

I find working at a screen
without a break to change focus,
is counterproductive. Having had
the resolution, the colour contrast
and the size of font adjusted to
provide the best conditions for
my remaining sight, and gone
into the display function to set
up magnification nevertheless I
must frequently take time out to
rest my optics. Contrast plays a
big part. My comfort level depends a lot on the level of available light. I have to adapt to the
weather. My computer spectacles
have reflective lenses to guard
against screen emissions of blue
light, glare and other reflections
within the room. When otherwise
working indoors with strong sunlight coming through windows I
need lightly tinted pink ‘fitovers’
to avoid painful eyestrain. Printing off data, which is then placed
underneath the special daylight
lamp’s magnifying lens, works
well. This arrangement I also use
for sketching. Living with sight
loss and still doing means discovering and trying new methods.
Making such adjustments is not
a bind and a bore so long as you
develop a sense of adventure, and
give yourself a pat on the back

when you have achieved even a
small goal.
The only New Zealand website
I have found which incorporates
assistive functions is run by the
Blind Foundation. Inbuilt accessibility functions are an immense
help if you are having a bad eye
day. Modern computers have a
disability function in the control
panel which enables text conversion to speech. As well as magnification I have made my Mouse
more amenable. My little rodent
is now large and black with a
moving ‘tail’ making it so much
easier to find on screen. Another
way I’ve previously tried to dig
it out from hiding is by continuously tapping the Control button.
Since updated programmes were
installed recently this handy little
ploy has given up the ghost.
A UK site useful to writers
concerns BIC subject categories
which are required for the compilation of Nielson metadata.
By accessing a link on BIC I was
able to locate the correct codes
for my largest effort ever book,
Beating Blind Spots: Seeing How.
As there are many Categories and
Qualifiers for metadata, using the
accessible functions to fit to page
or + or – made that job much
sweeter for my tiring optics. The
publisher, the Enhanced Education Fund has now released print
copies enabling me to return the
favour to universities which had
kindly given permissions for the
inclusion of their sight research
data on Writing to Heal.
The National Library is working on an accessibility programme, hopefully not too far off
for those of us with wonky eyes.
Any site which can cater for the
visually impaired will in time,
as ageing populations increase
with more need for focal adjustments, have to ensure these
enhancements become automatic
add-ons.

New member profiles

Murray Hill
I was born in Auckland because
my father was in the navy. My
mother put herself through night
classes before going to teachers
college before teaching for 26
years. We spent two years in Singapore which greatly enhanced
my application for a wider world.
I spent 10 years in the army,
then a similar amount of time
driving things before deciding to
have a rest by going to university
where I studied classics and history. I ended my studies in 2014
with a double major BA in history
and classics, Honours in history,
an MA in history and a secondary
teaching diploma.
I run New Zealand’s only pregunpowder artillery living history
group and I own an extensive
collection of catapults. I live in
Palmerston North and write
books while I care for my son who
is four to keep myself amused
while I look for work.

Philippa Werry
Philippa Werry lives in Wellington and writes primarily for children and young adults. Her books
on the history of Anzac Day, Waitangi Day and Armistice Day have
been shortlisted for awards and
are widely used in schools. With
the same publisher, New Holland,
she is currently working on a
children’s non-fiction book about
the New Zealand Wars. Her interest in writing about history and
science has led to a trip to Gallipoli with Gallipoli Volunteers (a
branch of Conservation Australia)
to help with the 2014 Anzac Day
services, as well as the 2016 Anzac
Bridge Fellowship to develop a
community project linking up
WWI bridges at Kaiparoro, northern Wairarapa, and Brooweena,
Queensland. In December 2016,
she spent a week at Scott Base on
the Antarctica NZ community engagement programme (formerly
Artists and Writers to Antarctica).
Her website is
http://www.philippawerry.co.nz/
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►► A city of many harbours.
Garlick, U. (1921–1951)
Regatta Day, Auckland
Harbour. Auckland War
Memorial Museum.
VM 331 p031

New developments at Auckland War Memorial Museum
Marguerite Hill reports from Auckland
Auckland War Memorial Museum has never stood
still in its 160 year history; the building, the collections, the Museum’s role and the audiences have
evolved in step with the city and its dynamic growth.
With plans to increase its onsite visitors from
800,000 to 1.4 million in the next 20 years, in line
with the city’s population growth, the Museum is
embarking on an exciting phase of refurbishment
and renewal to deliver its Future Museum strategy.
These changes will be rolled out over the next six
years. To anticipate and cater to increasingly diverse
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audiences and to ensure the best care is given to
collections a range of fresh gallery spaces will be
created. Visitor arrival will be improved, around a
third of the galleries will be renewed, and 20 per cent
more space will be created, as well as new circulation
routes with heritage and building improvements.
Stories will be arranged across the galleries so visitors understand where they are in their journey
with floor-by-floor themes and key ‘anchor’ sites
throughout.
Gallery projects rolling out during the initial work
will focus on the western ground and first floor. Visitors will find a warm welcome in the South Atrium

To get these projects under way, additional curaentrance, a greater sense of connection to Tāmaki
torial and collections staff have been contracted to
Makarau and the wider Pacific, and anticipation
work on the programme. Three Project Curators –
ahead of exploring the building further. The Ground
one for each of the content areas of Māori, Pacific
floor will provide a foundation Museum experience,
and History – alongside staff from the Information,
sharing the big stories of the people and places that
Library and Enquiry Service team, are currently
make Tāmaki Makarau unique, whilst the level above
developing content for three initial projects due to
invites visitors to an experience of discovery, to beopen in 2019.
come citizen scientists and explore the environment
The new galleries will draw on the richness and
of the region, Aotearoa and beyond. Exciting new
diversity of Auckland Museum’s encyclopaedic colspaces are planned for the main circulation routes
lections, including Natural History, Applied Arts and
throughout the building. Here visitors can access
Design, Pictorial, Documentary Heritage, Archaeoland enjoy greater accessibility to collections in tanogy, History, Māori, Pacific and World Ethnology.
dem with displays developed with descendant comTāmaki Stories is the
munities. A new learning
most collections-rich
base will be created on
of the three projects,
the first floor.
There will be a strong sense of place
telling the stories of the
Throughout these galand
a
vigorous
focus
on
Tāmaki
as
many arrivals to Tāmaki
leries, the Museum will
Makaurau, the muchcontinue to integrate its
stories are further identified. Some of
desired place.
physical and digital presthe curators’ key questions have been
The values of the
ence, extending its reach
Museum’s policies of He
beyond the walls and
about Tāmaki identity and what has
Korahi Māori and Teu Le
engaging with visitors in
made
Tāmaki
such
a
desired
place
Vā are central to curatodifferent ways – physicalrial thinking and pracly and digitally; before,
over the centuries.
tice, as we engage with
during and after visiting;
our communities and gather content. There will be a
and in any combination.
strong sense of place and a vigorous focus on Tāmaki
To deliver this improved visitor experience, teams
as stories are further identified. Some of the curaare actively working with groups who will ensure
tors’ key questions have been about Tāmaki identity
that visitor interests are at the heart of the work. This
and what has made Tāmaki such a desired place over
will mean the Museum is just one contributor and
the centuries. Reflecting the diversity and multiple
one expert among many, and the input and interpreperspectives of Auckland and Aucklanders will be
tations of audiences, communities, stakeholders and
central to telling Tāmaki’s many stories, from those
industry colleagues are valued as having the greatest
of Mana Whenua to our newest migrants. It is also
potential to transform the Museum.
an opportunity to develop and research the collections. New multidisciplinary research about Tāmaki
is another output of this project and we look forward
▼▼ Cars, traffic and the opening up of the North Shore, 1959.
Auckland Harbour Bridge souvenir coat-hanger. Auckland War
to sharing this with you in the future.
Memorial Museum. 2007.88.2. (CC-BY)
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Heritage
Michael Kelly looks at the on-going loss of
the country’s archaeology and the contrasting
treatment of two historic buildings in
Wellington.

Losing archaeology
It didn’t get the media attention it deserved, but last
month academic and treaty negotiator Peter Adds, of
Te Āti Awa, made a strong and timely point about the
loss of sites of importance to Māori, in particular archaeological sites, and the inability of Heritage New
Zealand (HNZ) to do anything much about it.
This is hardly a new complaint – this column has
raised the topic before – but it bears revisiting. We’re
moving into a post-Treaty settlement world and
opening up new grievances is something the Crown
would presumably like to avoid.
The vast majority of the country’s archaeological
sites sit on or near the coast, which is where preEuropean Māori understandably chose to live. They
used the sea to move from place to place and gathered kai moana, which formed a large part of their
diet. They built pā on suitably elevated locations
and grew crops in sheltered, fertile spots. They were
particularly drawn to the warmer north.
Many of the places attractive to pre-European
Māori are also desired by modern New Zealanders,
who like being near the sea. Coastal subdivisions
for permanent or seasonal occupancy are still being
built in many parts of the country. Impending sea
level rise and erosion are not providing much of a
check on this kind of development either. For obvious reasons, the chances of coming across sub-surface evidence of past Māori occupation are very high
in many such places.
HNZ manages a process for applications to destroy
or modify archaeological sites, which are automatically protected under the Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 if they pre-date 1900. The
reality is that, in all but name, this process is being
used to manage the destruction not the protection of
archaeology, since HNZ declines only a small percentage of applications.

The reality is that, in all but name,
this process is being used to manage
the destruction not the protection of
archaeology
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HNZ certainly requires applicants to engage with
tangata whenua and the outcome is sometimes very
positive. However, if HNZ turns down applications,
it runs the risk of litigation from the applicant and
having to meet the attendant costs. It often imposes
conditions that mitigate against the loss of the archaeology, such as protection of some of the site in
perpetuity, funding of an excavation to uncover the
information contained in the site, interpretation, etc.
But often this is little more than a gesture; at best it
cannot make up for the loss of the site. HNZ is very
careful about choosing who to prosecute for the
destruction or modification of an archaeological site
without approval, citing the high burden of proof
and the cost of taking prosecutions as constraining
factors.
A funding shortfall is often suggested as part of
the reason for HNZ’s reluctance to stop more site
destruction or modification and it is true that the organisation is generally underfunded to do the work
the government asks it to. Unfortunately, that is true
of many departments and agencies.
Given that other comparable environmental powers are held by territorial authorities under the RMA,
would it improve things if the archaeological authority process went to the same place? As tempting as
it would be to tidy this whole area up, it’s doubtful
we would get better outcomes from councils. They
are, by and large, even less invested in stopping
development within their boundaries. Some of them
are simply not equipped to do this kind of work (it
would have to be contracted out) and have neither
the funding nor expertise to manage such a process.
At least HNZ is able to bring a national perspective to
the matter and is not captured by any particular interest group. There is no easy answer to this problem,
but one way would be for local Māori to get as many
of their most important sites as possible scheduled
in iwi management plans on district plans, protected
under the Reserves Act or covenanted – pronto.

The RMA v the RMA
Nothing exemplifies the irregular application of
local authority heritage rules better than the contrasting fortunes of two listed heritage buildings in
Wellington.
Elliot House, in Wellington, is a category I building
constructed on Kent Terrace as a surgery and family home for eye specialist Sir James Elliot in 1913. It
was, for 25 years, the headquarters of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons before it was bought

Above: Manthel building and (top) with additions built by The Wellington Company.
Below: Elliot House

by businessman Naginbhai (Neil)
Patel (along with the Ganesh Superannuation Fund) in 2013. Mr
Patel converted the building into
flats and undertook unspecified
work on the building’s exterior,
both without a resource consent.
He was taken to court by the WCC
and last month he (and the fund)
were convicted and fined $69,000,
with the judge stating that the
building ‘deserved respect’.
Fair enough. Those are the
rules and Mr Patel’s breach was
clear cut. At the same time that
Mr Patel was getting into trouble, The Wellington Company, a
local firm owned by high-profile
developer Ian Cassells, was starting work on major additions and
changes to the Manthel Building,
on the corner of Wakefield and
Taranaki Streets. A two storey
building that had started life, in
1913, as the Wellington offices
of Hatrick & Co, Whanganui
River steam boat operators, it was
later converted into premises for
Manthel Motors in 1948, with a
showroom and a vehicle ramp
to connect the two floors. The
building was threatened in the
1990s, but the Manthel family
were persuaded to retain it. Now
in the hands of The Wellington
Company, its plan was to retain
the façade. And that was all. The
whole of the interior was to be
removed and three storeys added
to the building to house tenant
Xero. All this was approved by the
Wellington City Council without
the resource consent being publicly notified.
The difference between these
two cases is telling on all sorts of
levels, but let’s put it this way. The
changes made to Elliot House
were certainly non-trivial, but
they were relatively minor by
comparison with the destruction
of most of the Manthel Building,
which was, quite simply, akin to
council-approved vandalism.
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News from the North

Marguerite Hill, John Adam, Sue Monk (others obsc), Jenny Clay, Susan and David
Verran, Joanna Boileau, Angela Lassig, Lyn Williams, Pamela and Derek Gordon

Sandra Gorter reports on
Auckland gatherings
¶¶PHANZA, NOHANZ and NZHA
celebrated Christmas in Auckland
on 6 December last year with a
combined event.
The initial meeting place was
the Auckland War Memorial Museum, where those who had negotiated a truce in the battle with
Christmas schedules, deadlines
and traffic, strolled down memory lane at the ‘Volume: Making
Music in Aotearoa’ exhibition.
Some were pleasantly surprised to
find themselves in photos (while

others hoped they weren’t), as
videos of Nambassa and Sweetwaters festivals brought back many
happy memories.
After a short walk to Newmarket, over 20 of us sat down to dinner at Archies, and with a quite
bit of shuffling around the tables
during the course of the evening,
we shared stories of working in
our different fields of history.
¶¶At the first meeting for this year
on 7 March, I presented ‘Working
in the Dirt’, a paper I had presented to the PHAVic members at
their conference in Melbourne in
September.

The project had begun as a
one year company history, but
with the support of the company
owner, four years later the book
has evolved to include changes
in the wider civil construction
industry in the last 40 years, and
is about to go to print. Around
250 transcribed oral interviews
provided the basis of the story
lines, supported by documentary
evidence including Ministry of
Works records from Archives
New Zealand, and images provided by contractors and people
at all levels of the industry. The
picture that emerged was of the
impact of neoliberal politics on
work practice in particular, and
the impact of changes in funding
of civil construction in the public
sector. Covering the years 1975
to 2007, with cross references to
earlier practice by the Ministry
of Works, the people interviewed
repeatedly expressed concern at
changes in work and management
practices that have led to a three
times or greater, inflation-adjusted increase in the cost of the civil
construction of our roads, subdivisions and motorways.
It was a lively discussion over
a meal and wine, with questions
from the PHANZA and NOHANZ
members present about the content, results, and interviews.
Working in the Dirt is due for
print release in July 2017.

And, a report on the
forthcoming Auckland
Heritage Festival
This year’s festival will take place
from 30 September to 15 October.
We are delighted to announce
the festival theme for 2017: ‘From
waterways to motorways – the
heritage of transport and travel
in Tāmaki Makaurau’. To start
you thinking, this theme may
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include areas of interest such as
ferries and waterways – past and
present, horse and cart to road
and motorway development,
Auckland’s bridges including the
construction of Auckland’s iconic
Harbour Bridge and its impact
on Aucklanders, trains and trams
(including the trams that ran up
Queen Street and from the central railway station), free buses to
Farmers Trading Company (now
the Heritage Hotel), the first buses
in Auckland and how people,
goods and building materials
were transported.
As always, this is accompanied by the ongoing supporting
themes of:
►► Learning and Encouragement: Events designed to
up-skill and inform the local
community and encourage
greater understanding of our
heritage through workshops
and lectures.
►► Celebrating our Heritage:
Events celebrating Auckland’s
distinct cultural, natural and
built heritage.
We’ve had feedback from
Aucklanders that they would like
to attend events in and around
their areas. To increase the festival’s profile across Auckland
and enjoyment of the Auckland
Heritage Festival we would love to
receive more event submissions
from groups north to south, east
and west to complement those in
central Auckland. Event submissions opened at the end of March.
¶¶And an Auckland member makes
a move: David Verran, long-time
PHANZA member, will be leaving
Auckland Libraries at the end of
April 2017. He hopes to be able
to spend more time writing and
researching.

Treaty settlements land now
viewable on Geomaps
Rasheeda Woolford writes on
an important new tool
The Auckland Council GIS viewer
Geomaps is a great tool to help
Aucklanders find information
about land and water in our
region. Now Aucklanders can use
Geomaps to quickly identify areas
that have been acknowledged in
Treaty of Waitangi settlements as
being historically and culturally
important to Māori. A Treaty Settlements layer has been added to
the viewer that allows users to see
Statutory Acknowledgement areas
for individual iwi who have gone
through the settlement process.
The layer also displays commercial and cultural redress land
that forms part of the Crown’s
apology for historical breaches of
the Treaty of Waitangi. The layer
will be updated as settlements are
ushered into law.
Digital landscapes
Previously mapping information about treaty settlements for
Auckland iwi was available only
in printed form. However a joint
initiative by the council’s Plans
and Places and Information
and Technology departments to
digitise the maps has improved
accessibility, enabling people to
visually connect iwi with their
areas of interest and deepening
Aucklanders’ understanding of
the Māori cultural landscape.
Window to Māori heritage
Importantly the statutory acknowledgements and statements
of association for iwi have been
included in the Unitary Plan (see
chapter M, appendix 21). These
statements of association offer a rare opportunity to learn

about the Māori connection to
Auckland as expressed by iwi
themselves. They often include
information about how local
resources were used centuries ago
and original place names that are
no longer in common use.
The Unitary Plan also recognises and has plan provisions to
provide for the development of
settlement land (see chapter E21).
“Returned treaty settlement land
is allowing iwi to strengthen their
relationships with their ancestral
lands. The Unitary Plan provisions seek to rectify the historical imbalances which resulted in
iwi not being able to provide for
their wellbeing” says Planner Jym
Clark.
How to view the ‘Treaty Settlement’ layer:
1. Open Geomaps: http://www.
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/
ratesbuildingproperty/propertyinformation/GIS_maps/
Pages/Home.aspx
2. Select the third icon on the
blue bar (Data Discovery)
3. Type Tangata in the search
box and hit Go
4. Add the result Tangata
Whenua
5. Select Legend tab
6. Use the drop-down arrows to
select Treaty Settlements
7. If layer is not visible, zoom in
8. Use the Identify tool (green
icon underneath zoom) to
select the property you want
9. Use the drop-down arrow of
the Results tab to select Treaty
Settlement alert layer or
Statutory Acknowledgement
for information.
Feel free to contact Auckland
Council at heritage@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz if you need
assistance.
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Buildings as evidence in historical research
James Jacobs summarises conclusions from
a paper given at the October 2016 PHANZA
workshop held in Wellington
The linking of history and buildings occurs most
frequently through the heritage conservation of
historic places. The ever-increasing success of heritage initiatives is a clear acknowledgement that such
places are highly valued as a means of engaging with
the past. Historians should be justifiably proud of
their role in these achievements; however, the profession should also challenge itself to comprehend
historic places as more than merely a representation
or illustration of cultural values established through
traditional avenues of research and analysis. The
physical fabric of buildings and the spaces delineated within them constitute a rich, yet under-utilised
source of evidence for historical arguments.
The interrelationship of the built environment
and culture is the basis of vernacular architectural
studies, which falls under the larger umbrella of
material culture studies. These approaches aim to decode the past through the things that societies have
made and hold that both documentary and physical
evidence are essential dimensions for crafting historical arguments. Documentary evidence is gathered through conventional avenues of research. The
physical evidence making up a place can be observed
and gathered through fieldwork. Fieldwork might be
as simple as visiting a building or location having
some relationship to a research topic or can expand
into surveys and inventories or more complicated
investigations involving photography, hand measuring, and sketching. Such engagement moves beyond
mere comprehension of a building’s construction
and subsequent alteration, as these things are intertwined with larger historical narratives.
Fieldwork conducted at The Woodlands in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, as part of a larger, multiyear documentation project, presents a straightforward example for how buildings offer evidence
related to a broad swathe of historical contexts. The
opulent house stands as one of the greatest domestic achievements of eighteenth-century America.
Wealthy bachelor William Hamilton oversaw its
initial construction in 1770 as well as its dramatic
post-Revolutionary enlargement and re-conception
between 1786 and 1789. Documentary evidence
had long established the existence of two principal
phases of construction, but it was on-site fieldwork
that confirmed the extent and general form of the
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original house, which had been obscured by the later
work of the 1780s.
Long admired primarily for its high-style architecture, more recently The Woodlands has also been interpreted as a physical record in the rise of a genteel
pattern of living and its dependence on domestic
service around the turn of the nineteenth century.
The spacious and well-lighted kitchen is remarkably
intact and offers easily observable evidence of the
best possible working conditions of the day and such
things as changing American cooking methods that
mirrored changing tastes in cuisine. As well as an
open fireplace with a pot crane and an adjacent oven,
the room also included such unusual features as a
built-in sink with an exterior drain and, most notably and rare, a cooking stove. Few American houses
at the time had stoves and its presence is evidence
that French cuisine was beginning to permeate
America, at least among the wealthy. With iron grates
placed over small, recessed charcoal fires, these
stoves were able to provide regulated heating sources
for the creation of delicate sauces, gravies, stews, and
other things requiring a low, consistent heat.
The broad trend toward greater social separation
between servants and family and guests among middle to upper class households was also on full, or
rather concealed, view at The Woodlands. Servants
moved unimpeded throughout the house and out
into the estate using hidden and suppressed circulation pathways. Among the most remarkable of these
was the secondary stair that extended from the basement work areas to attic bedrooms and storerooms.
On the ground-floor, the stair opened onto a barrelvaulted passage between the house’s main entrance
vestibule and its dining room. Paneled doors hinged
back into the wall of the passage could fold out and,
in this state, formed an uninterrupted, temporary
staging area for servants to set up for dinners without being seen by family or visitors.
Buildings all have stories to tell about the societies and epochs from which they emerged and were
used over time. Houses document the structure of
family life and domestic work. Churches document
patterns of worship. Schools document prevailing
pedagogical concepts. Hospitals document advances
in medicine and treatment. The answers to some topics and research questions more readily involve the
built environment than others. Still, all historians
should be encouraged to consider the relevance of
this outlook: buildings usually have as much to tell
you as the documentary record discussing them.

The New Zealand Institute’s Board of Governors meets in the Colonial Museum Library. New Zealand Graphic, 8 February 1908

Writing a history of the Royal Society Te Apārangi
John E Martin encountered
unexpected restrictions on
archival material when writing
a history of the Royal Society
Any commissioned history brings
with it issues of sources, research
practicalities and the relationship
with the client. My recently published history of the Royal Society
– a centrepiece for the Society’s
150th anniversary this year – is no
exception.
Negotiation of a mutually
agreed project with a client is
commonplace. The first matter was the scope of the history.
Charles Fleming had in 1987 published a history for the Society’s
centenary that covered the years
up to the mid-1960s in depth.
Some on the Society’s Council
felt that an addendum booklet to

Fleming involving simply a listing of relevant archival resources
would suffice. This would not
have resulted in a serious publication befitting the anniversary.
A more ambitious history over
two or more years had also been
mooted, but by the time a decision was made on the project
there was no longer sufficient
time for this and there was likely
not the money either. There was
a hard deadline of April 2017 for
publication.
I put the case for a book-length
history that incorporated the full
150 years, to be completed within
a year. A stand-alone history for
the most recent 50 years would
not work. I believed that a new
history should create consistent
thematic development throughout the entire 150 years; it was
important to reconstitute the

material in Fleming. One-third of
the book would be devoted to the
first hundred years and its bulk
concerned with the last 50 years.
To the credit of the Society the
project was redefined accordingly
and some additional funding was
found.
The second issue was archival
sources. Since the Society’s rebuild of its Thorndon campus in
2012, the early papers were stored,
mingled with other material, in
two lock-up garages on the old
Hutt Road with no prospect of
moving them for better access. I
made a judgement to rely upon
Fleming and the Society’s annually published Proceedings for
material prior to 1965. Ironically,
as I had finished my research the
archives were in fact moved into
the Society’s headquarters and
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became readily accessible! They
were a substantial record and were
in excellent order – having been
diligently compiled by the Society’s long-time secretary Mimie
Wood (1920–1962). I understand
that they are likely to be transferred to the Alexander Turnbull
Library.
From the mid-1960s onwards,
the records were relatively sparse,
apart from Council and other
minute books. Fortunately, I was
able to draw upon papers deposited by Fleming in the Turnbull
Library. The 1990s were particularly difficult; even the Proceedings
faded away. Extensive interviews
with the chief executive of the
period and recourse to Archives
New Zealand files filled gaps.
Moving into the 2000s I also
made increasing use of the Wayback machine internet archive to
retrieve material from not only
the Society’s website but also from
other agencies such as MoRST.
Access to restricted MoRST
papers in Archives New Zealand
is the third issue. MBIE, as its successor agency, included the right
to vet written material published
from such research. I had never
encountered this before in many
years of research in public archives. Records were either not
accessible or were available on
open access. I raised the matter
with Archives New Zealand staff;
the response was that government
agencies could put conditions
they chose upon their material.
I decided not to press the matter
further, and relied upon related
archival material from other
agencies (on open access) and oral
history interview material to fill

this gap. As Archives New Zealand staff suggested, the kinds of
conditions that can be placed on
the use of restricted records are
not specified in legislation (section 44 of the Public Records Act
2005). Should they be? Is it appropriate for agencies to grant access
but stipulate conditions concerning the use and interpretation of
public records?

John Martin’s most recent history,
Illuminating Our World: 150 years
of the Royal Society Te Apārangi,
was published in April 2017. It is
available from the Royal Society.
John makes an important point
about the conditions which
government agencies can place
upon access to restricted records
(and, some PHANZA members
have found, records where the
reason for restriction is quite
unclear – beyond institutional
inertia, perhaps). If any other
members have had similar
experience of access to MBIE and
other government records, feel
free to contact members of the
executive.

