
 
 

 

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 2017       DEPART BRISBANE TO CANBERRA 

FLIGHTS 

BRISBANE DEPARTURE:  

CANBERRA ARRIVAL:  

 

Welcome to our battlefield tour! This morning we will board our domestic flight from Brisbane to Canberra. On 

arrival in Australia’s capital city we will be met by a Mat McLachlan Battlefield representative and transferred to the 

Australian War Memorial. We will spend the day here exploring and also meet an Aboriginal storyteller. The 

Australian War Memorial opened in 1941 and is widely regarded as one of the most significant memorials of its type 

in the world. It is also the premier archive and centre for research into the history of Australian involvement in war. 

The Memorial commemorates the service and sacrifice of all Australian men and women in wartime. Here we will 

discover the diverse Australian experiences of war and connect with the stories of people and events that shaped 

Australia.  We will also visit Mount Ainslie a great photo opportunity and also a bit of exercise as it will involve some 

walking. Late afternoon we will be transferred to our accommodation. Dinner in the hotel this evening. (L, D) 

 

DAY 2: THURSDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER 2017      CANBERRA TO WELLINGTON 

FLIGHTS:  

CANBERRA DEPARTURE:  

WELLINGTON ARRIVAL:  

 

Early this morning we will transfer to Canberra airport for our flight to Wellington, New Zealand. Upon arrival in 

Wellington we will be met by a Mat McLachlan Battlefield representative who will take us on a sightseeing tour of 

Wellington. On arrival we will visit The Pukeahu National War Memorial Park which was built to create a space 

around the National War Memorial and includes the carillon, the Hall of Memories and the Tomb of the Unknown 

Warrior. This afternoon we will attend the Last Post Service which is held in front of the Tomb of the Unknown 

Warrior. The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior contains the remains of a New Zealand soldier who died on the Western 

Front during World War I, but whose body could not be identified. He is a symbol of remembrance for all the New 

Zealanders who never made the journey home. Lunch and dinner included today at local restaurants. (B, D) 

 

DAY 3: FRIDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER 2017      WELLINGTON  

TBA   - (SUGGESTIONS FOR TODAY) 

 

 

DAY 4: SATURDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 2017  WELLINGTON TO LAKE TAUPO  

Today we will depart from Wellington and travel towards Lake Taupo which was created nearly two thousand years 

ago by a volcanic eruption so big it darkened the skies in Europe and China. This afternoon we will enjoy a boat 

cruise on the beautiful Lake Taupo which is one of the best ways to experience New Zealand's largest lake. We will 

cruise straight to the Maori rock carvings where we will learn about the cultural and volcanic history of Lake Taupo 

with a live informative commentary. We will relax with a complimentary coffee or tea and hot homemade muffins 

before stopping at Jerusalem Bay for a fishing demonstration. Afterwards we will be transferred to our 

accommodation for check in and an evening at leisure. Packed lunch and hotel dinner included. (B, L, D) 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
DAY 5: SUNDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER 2017   LAKE TAUPO TO ROTORUA  

 This morning we will travel from Lake Taupo to Rotorua which is known for bubbling mud pools, shooting geysers 

and natural hot springs, as well as showcasing the fascinating Maori culture. This afternoon we will enjoy a guided 

tour through the Whakarewarewa Village. We will see how Maori use the Geothermal energy for everyday use and 

be entertained by the Te Pakira Performance Group with a traditional dance and song. Afterwards we will be 

transferred to our accommodation for check in and an evening free at our leisure. Picnic lunch and hotel dinner 

included. (B, L, D)  

 

DAY 6: MONDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 2017  ROTORUA TO  TAURANGA  

Today we will depart Rotorua and travel towards Tauranga which is the largest city in the Bay of Plenty and one of 

the fastest growing population centres in the country. We will visit the Battle of Gate Pa Memorial. The Battle of 

Gate Pa, fought near Tauranga on 29 April 1864 and was notable for the ferocity of the fighting, the repulse of the 

British forces, and an act of chivalry by one of the defenders, Hēni Te Kiri Karamū, who at some risk to her own life 

gave water to a dying British officer and other wounded men. We will also visit the 4 Australians buried at the 

Military Cemetery. Packed lunch and hotel dinner included. (B, L, D) 

 

DAY 7: TUESDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 2017  TAURANGA TO  AUCKLAND  

After breakfast we will travel from Tauranga to Auckland. On arrival we will visit the Auckland War Memorial 

Museum which stands on the hill known by Maori as Pukekawa. Auckland War Memorial Museum is a touchstone of 

remembrance for families and returned service personnel who wish to honour their loved ones and fallen comrades. 

One of the most beautiful elements of the building is the frieze that runs around the top of the exterior of the 

building. Each picture depicts a different scene from World War I, or on the extension, World War II. All the armed 

services are represented. We will also visit Drury Anglican Church where 4 Australians are buried. Lunch and dinner 

at local restaurant today. (B, L, D) 

 

DAY 8: WEDNESDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER   AUCKLAND TO BRISBANE 

FLIGHTS: AUCKLAND DEPARTURE:  

BRISBANE ARRIVAL:  

 

Sadly this is the last day of our memorable tour. After we check out of our hotel we will be transferred to Auckland 

airport for our flight back to Brisbane, Australia. (B) 

 

The journey maybe over but the memories will last a lifetime. 

 

 

 

 


